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sc Ve give up much of the space ofthe present 
aa to the insertion of papers belonging to the af- 
fir between Messrs. Crawford and Edwards. It has, 


indeed, been an “unprofitable contest ef tryiKe which 


could do the other most harm;’ but, pérhaps, some 
public good may grow out of the inv estigati With 
the reom now ‘allowed, we had hoped that the sub- 





—~— 


Quietly seated at my desk, and alone in the office, 


in the early part of Monday last, devoted to an obser- 
vance of the anniversary of the most important event 
of modern times, the independence of the United 
States, the consequences of which are only just begin~ 


ect might be closed—but W ednesday’s mal brought ning to develope themselves as to their effect on the 
an extra sheet of the “National Inte ligencers” with nations at large—it seemed to me that, on this Sabbath 


cighteen mighty columns of small type in relation te 
the case, containing Mr. Edwards’s replication to Mr. 


of Liberty, it would be proper for us all to bring the 


Crawford’s communication to the committee—his ar- | mind into stillness, and reflect upon the means by 
zument addressed to the committee, when lately | which freedom was gained; but especially to consider 


in session, with respect to the testimony then offered, 
&e. the remarks of Mr. Forsyth, on behalf of Mr. 


Crawford, in re ply—and a note from Mr. Edw ards, | blessings that had been won by the sword. 


solemaly disavowing, ‘*before God and his country,” 
he facts stated by Mr. Noble, as to his denial of the | 
wthorship of the “A. B. publication,”’ insisting that | 
he [Mr. N.| must have “creatly misunderstood” him, 
&e. As we are already committed by the publication | 
“Be 89 eine matter, it isimperiously required that we 
ld go on with the ‘‘affair,’’so far as to make a suf- 

Icke iently yal representation of it, whether we are 
willing or not, and for this purpose shall issue a sup- | 
nement for the present sheet, (to ac Agog | the | 
ext number), that we may relieve our files of it, and 
‘ive Our friends an opportunity to examine it, as lei- 
~ure or inejination will permit them to do. 





Tue porrricaL Sappatu. As we are responsible 


eines, both in what we owe to the Cre 


Jiings, and mis creatures among whom we are located 
—and, as $e appears to me impossible that we can yield 
ece pt 


ir brethren—TI believe it is right that we should fre- 


’ 
‘ rmnt 


ienuy retire within ourselves, and carefully exa- 


'? 


saine wnat we have been about? and my opinion is, 
‘uat if this examination is made 


‘o arrive at truth, we shall not often be denied the | 


Fan? af . . . . ** - 
feuicity of obtaining it. I[t is possible that self-love | 


Bis sometimes lead us astray, 


and interpose ex- 


uses that rigid justice would not admit—but if the 


re? 


's of our motives are investica 


’ 


ted by ourselves, 
mad we can reeoncile them to our 


in the s 


own conse 1e€ nees 


ecret of our own hearts, both pleasure and 


hall } 


rejoic- 


profit must result from the examination, and we s 
tr 
‘cel ourselves encouraged to pursue 


nn y 


Ng in the glory of the truth. 


our way, 
The ruling principle 
must be known to us—we cannot disg 


selves, and 


influenced by love or by fear. as to matters of the fi rst} 


roncernment—whether we really love liberty, or only | 


‘ove the loaves and fishes, and have given ourselves 


Ip tot} : ° . bias i 

‘P to the digection of those who possess, or, it is pre- 

ny? | »2t ; . 
med will have, the power to dispense them with a 


prodigal hand, for which we feel willing 


them our political virtue, and become political pros- | 


titutes, 


Vor. XXVI——20 


ator of all | 


} 


‘could only be retained by d 


‘what our conduct shoul 


thought that libert 


ertion of animal force, 


‘rights of persons 


be to preserve, in peace, the 
And J 
ty might be obtained by a mere ex- 
spe was convinced that if 
ligent enquiries into the 


and things. Intelligence has been 


said to be the soul of liberty, and vigilance is the con- 


‘could, that we might heid on 
\red on my country and countrymen, 


posed to renew my vc 
rate ability 


dition on which it is granted to man; and I felt dis- 


s that, according to the mode- 
continue to do what } 
to the blessings confer- 
by a beneficent 


pen gs I pee 


' 
'Providence. 
| 


| 
| 


I then proceeded to examine the 


part which I hac 
taken in the political events of the past political yea 


and strove to get at the motives of my proceedings 


| ges in them, further t 


vith a sincere desire | r 


Fe . a : te , Tihat »oOvic nots i 
ble obedience unto mm, while doing wrong to | 24 was lappy to Gad Cel 5 Soy ROLNR Sn eee 


tion to the willof others, or speculations as to advanta. 


iban as I believed they would be 


al} ve. 


nefit the nation at! The leading matter that ar- 


ested attention was the effort made 


by a few per- 
sons at Washington city to manufacture a president of 
‘the United States, and the stand that I had taken to ai 


|in preventing the success of their work; and I was re 


-newedly convinced tiat the attempt was a desperat: 


‘one of unauthorized and ungnalified persons, un. 


leven the ‘“tyrant’s p 
1 | 


uise it from our- | 
we shall surely find out whether we are; 


to barter | 


| 1816, to ipraen an effect ‘in 


iP ublic will;’ 


and withou: 
who had ‘‘ea. 
Gales said of the caucus o/ 
cirect opposition to the 
>and yet this same gentieman delights to 


‘known to the constitution-or the law, 


lea” of necessity, 
ba 


led,” as my frie: d 


‘call the act of the miserable minority of sixty-six mem- 


| bers of congress, assembled in their private capacities, a 
“recular nomination’—strongly intimating, also, that 
itis m: iinly the illiterate and untl inking that oppose 
| the legitimacy of that caucus, by saying that the persons 
| selected are “the preference of a decidedly larger por- 
| tion of the reading and reflecting part of the people of 
‘the U. 


States than any other of the candidates.”* But, 


| perhaps, he only means those who read the “‘National 
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Intelligencer,” and reflect “‘according to order,” as 
Prussian soldiers pray,} under that tenderly inspiring 
instrument of devotion, asergeant’s rattan! Surely, 
the people are much obliged to Messrs. Gales and Sea- 
ton for this compliment paid to them—we of Balti- 
more are especially indebted to them, seeing that the 
room in which I am writing, about 10 feet by 12, 
would certainly contain all the “reading and reflect- 
ing people” that I know or have heard of, out of our 
sixty-five thousand inhabitants, who will support 
either the caucus or its proceedings—and there are 
fifieen or twenty stares in which the people are near- 
ly as unanimous against both. 

. But the declaration of the gentlemen is not so ex- 
traordinary as it may appear at first sight. By “read- 
ing and reflecting people” perhaps, they may mean 
on'y those who read to get offices, and reflect on the 
best way of making the most outof them. The book 


. ° . ! 
that they read is entitled “management,” and the re- | 


flections that follow are dollars and cents; and if every 
body could read and reflect as well as my friends Gales 
and Seaton, to the pleasing tune of twelve or fifteen 
the:send detiars profit a year, by virtue of hold- 
fice, we should not be surprised if all such 
ul reflecting persons were on their side! In- 
.fout of their book” would be acceptable to 
. we could reflect on iis contents and ap- 
mare to its teodings—-for cash is “a very 

eat th ne ina family.” 

To Le serious—-“Sred up as it were at the feet of 
several distinguished whigs of the revolution, and, 
from the firs‘ vise of political parties to the present 
day, never having diverged from the discriminatory 
lines drawn by the members of the republican party for 
the preservation cf i‘: integ: v,I feel that I stand 
upon the o! ‘principle opposed to the ac- 
Guisition ¢t power, and believe the question is whe- 
ther the sovercignty of the people, or the dictation of 
an undelegated few of them, shall be maintained. 
“Regular nominations” may be appoved of when 
they simply go to concentrate public opinion as to 
persons, for the furtherance of measures; but they 
are neither more or less than political juggles, when 
they assume the dictation of persons without respect 
to measures: and the result will prove, that the pro- 
ceedings at Washington, in February last, were the 
finale of a system which has prevailed in several of 
the states, and partially as to the affairs of the United 
States, to sv 
canal int: a 


‘egree as to metamorphose the Erie 
“big ditch,” and raise up a “central 
power” in the ten miles square, as domineering in its 


_ 





—— —_—_—————— a - 


{The Prussian soldiers, when drawn up in line, are, 
or were, required to pray—and it was the duty of the 
sergeants in their rear to take care that they all began 
and ended p-ecisely at the same time, or to apply the 
rattan, that they should be religious—as directed by 
zome priestly-fugleman. 


es 


| principle as the“‘holy alliance” assembled at Vienna o, 
elsewhere, to make kings and parcel out persons, ay 

if destitute of rationality and unpossessed of rights, 
In conclusion, it may be observed, that, in the opi. 





nion of many “reading and reflecting people,” the 
congressional caucus was held with the forlorn hope 
‘of having effect in two slates only’—New York and 
| Pennsylvania. What course the former will take jy 
‘yet to be ascertained; but, before the caucus wag 
held, the “American Sentinel,’ at Philadelphia, de. 
iclared that nothing else than such a meeting could 
| “keep Pennsylvania in her place’’-—that is, in homely 
phrase, cause her to continue ‘‘to play a second fi¢- 
‘dle; but it seems that the caucus has failed to do 
| that! 


‘expected by any ‘“‘reflecting” man, that such a leap 
| 


In no other state than those mentioned was it 


and lank meeting of the members of congress, could 
avail any thing favorable to the ‘‘regularly nominated” 
| randidates; butin these great states, the word “cau. 
‘cus’, properly pronounced, it was thought, would have 
cabalistic operation, and render the people mere ma- 
chines under the controul of those possessed of the 


} 
| 
‘magical secret. However, I shall be very much mis- 
_taken, indeed, if, instead of being transformed ints 
political swine by this political Circe, they do not de: 
‘mand and obtain, by the force of their suflrages, « 
recurrence to principles, instead of yielding to the div- 
tation of persons, not a whit better than themselves. 


| Reprvsticanism! Fifteen counties of the state oi 
Virginia, having fiftecn times the legislative power of 
one county, [Loudoun] pay only thirty-two dollars 
and twenty-seven cents more of taxes than that conn- 
ty alone; and there are cight counties in the sam 
state, with cight times as many representatives in 
i the Jegislature as Loudoun, which have a less number 
of white inhabitants than thatsingle county. And, os 
the right of suffrage is confined to free-holders, it is 
_ probable that the county just named has more voters 
than a dozen cther counties—and the voters, in ge- 
neral, are, perhaps, to those who are compelled to carry 
the musket to cefend the liberties of the commer- 
wealth and enforce its laws, about as one to eight o: 
ten. These things are among the great causes of emi- 
eration from Virginia The free laboring whites will 
not voluntarily abide in a state in which they are not 
treated as freemen, and we sincercly wish that Virgi- 
nia may so amend her constitution as to retain one 
description of her population so imperiously de- 
manded on account of another species of it. Le 
sides, the ‘‘thing is right in itself,’-—and it is folly te 
‘talk about liberty when the great body of the people 
are forced to support the law with the sword which 
they hare no agency in enacting. It is the principle 
on which the republic of Venice was founded, but on 
aljarger scale. Iris DESPOTISM. 





Mr. Barton, of the senate of the 
United States, from Missouri, in pursuance of his 
duty as a member of the committee on public lands, 

appears to have presented certain papers relative te 
the conduct of Henry W. Conway, esq. the delegate 

from Arkansas, which the latter saw proper to resent, 
and, on the ‘7th ult. sent him a note, or challenge, 
that he might obtain satisfaction; but Mr. Barton de 
clined the honor of a meeting, saying he “never 1D° 
‘tended to recognize the principle, that the investiga 


AS IT SHOULD BE. 
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tion of official conduct, whether of principal or depu- 
ty, in the mannerin which I have conducted the one 
in question, can impose any obligation to give the 
hind of satisfaction which you seem to desire, even 
toan innecent party.” 

And, he has besides, published the whole corres- 
pon tence to “contribute his mite towards putting 
jown and bringing into meritted contempt, the system 
of bullying and pistolcering which are too rapidly be- 
coming the substitute for virtue, talents and truth.” 

Mr. Conway had been a deputy surveyor under 
gen. Rector, who was lately dismissed on account of 
some irregular proceedings in the business of his of- 


’ 
Tice. ? 





THE NATIONAL FESTIVAL was observed on Monday 
last, (the 4th of July happening to fall on Sunday), 
with saore, perhaps, than usual spirit, at all the places 
which we have yet heard from; and some interesting 
details might be given. if we had room for them. The 
proceedings at Washington were more usually attrac- 
tive, on account of a procession got up for the occa- 
sion—but the harmony of the day was considerably 
disturbed by occurrences which are sufficiently stated 
in the following articles: 

From the National Journal of Saturday morning, 3rd 
Jey.—We understand that general John P. Van Ness, 
acting in the name of the committec, appointed by the 
citizens to make arrangements for the celebration of 
the approaching anniversary of our independence, 
jias called at the book stores of Messrs Davis and 
Force, and Pishey Thompson, where subscription pa- 
vers were lett,and has given directions that Mr. Ninian 
Edwards shonid not be permitted to subscribe to the 
dinner. 

From the Washington Republican of Saturday afternoon. 
We are requested to publish the following: 


To Messvs. T. Carbery and Jos. Gales, jr. 
Washington, 3rd July, 1824. 

Gentlemen: Upon a printed invitation signed by 
you, we have subscribed our names, for attendance at 
a dinner at Mr. Williamson’s hotel on the Sth inst. 
in celebration of the anniversary of our national in- 
dependence. We find it stated in one of the public 
journals of this morning, that one of the members of 
ihe committee of arrangements has called at the places 
where the subseription papers for the dinner had been 
deposited, and, in the name of the committee, has di- 
rected, thatif Mr. Ninian Edwards should apply there 
to join in this celebration of the festival, his subscrip- 
tion should not be admitted. 

Our attendance at the dinner, after this notice, 
would justly be considered as equivalent toan assent, 
on our part, to this exclusion. 


From the Washington Gazette of Saturday evening. 
We are authorized and requested by the committee 
of arrangements, for the celebration of the annivers 
sary of independence, to say, that the publication in 
the National Journal of this morning was unauthoriz- 
ed by them or any one of them, and that nothing will 
be wanting, on their part, to make the public dinner 
on the occasion a national festival, divested of all re- 
ference to party politics. } 
[Messrs. Van Ness, Carbery and Gales constituted 
the committce of arrangement]. 

From the National Journal. . 

To hen. John Quincy Adams, J.C. Calhoun and Johe 

M’l.ean. 
Washington city, 3d July, 1824. 

Gentlemen: The committee of arrangements for ces 

lebrating the approaching anniversary of American 

independence, have instructed us to say that they re~ 
gret the withdrawal! of your subscriptions to the anni- 
versary dinner, and the more so as that withdrawal 
seems to have been induced by a misconception of 
the motives which governed the committee in the 
course they deemed advisable to pursue in the case of 

Mr. Edwards. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect, your 

obedient servants. 

(Signed) Tuomas Carvery, Chairman. 

JosEPH GALrs, jr. secretary. 

To Thomas Carbery chairman, and Joseph Gales, 
jr. secretary of the committee of arrangements, 
for celebrating the anniversary of American inde- 
pendence. 

Washington, 5th July, 1824. 
Gentlemen: We have had the honor of receiving 
your letter of the 3rd instant, and request you to pre- 
sent to the committee the assurance that we cordial- 
ly regret the incident which has deprived us of the 
pleasure we had promised ourselves in uniting with 
them and the rest of our fellow citizens, subscribers 
to the anniversary dinner, at the social board, on the 
day peculiarly devoted to generous and patriotic feel- 
ings. We wish you to add, with the tender of our rev 
spect, that the determination to withdraw our names 
from the subscription, was taken from the convictions 
of our own duty, without enquiring into the motives of 
the committee, or reference to them. 
We are, with great respect, gentlemen, your very 
humble and obedient servants, 
(Signed) Joun Quincy Apams, 
J. C. Catuoun, 
Joun M’LeEan. 


Ata mecting of the society of the Cincinnati of the 
state of Maryland, at the Wayne Inn, Baltimore, July 





The character and conduct of Mr. Edwards being 
vefore the nation, upon the report of the committee 


of the house of representatives yet to be acted upon | 


by the house, we should consider it incompatible with 
our duties as public servants, as well as with the 
principles of common justice, to participate in an act 
which we think would, in no event, be justifiable be- 
fore a final decision upon the investigation Werequest 
you, therefore, to consider this as notice that we have 
withdrawn our subscriptions for. attendance at dhe 
dinner. 
We are, very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedi- 
ent servants. Joun Quincy ADAMS, 
J.C. Catnoun, 
Joun M’LEAN. 


SoC The secretary of the navy, and the attorney ge- 
weral, not having expected to be in the city, have not 
subscribed to the dinner. We are authorized to say, 
that if the attorney general had received a similar in- 
vitation, and have subscribed, he would now have 

Sigedin the above letter 


5th, 1$24, the following preamble and resolutions 
| were adopted, viz: 

| Whereas, there is every reason to believe that gene- 
ral La Fayerre will shortly visit the United States, 
and that the city of Baltimore will be included in his 
tour; and, as the society of the Cincinnati of the state 
of Maryland would take great pleasure on this expect- 
ed event, to pay every possible honor and attention to 
its distinguished brother soldier in arms—therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That on the arrival of general La Fayette 
in this country the president be requested to invite 
‘him to a dinner to be given by the society of the Cin- 
cinnati of Maryland. 

Resolved, That the president request the attendance 
of the members of the Cincinnati throughout the state 
to unite in paying the contemplated honors to genera] 
La Fayette. Joun E. Howarp, president. 

Wn. B. Barney, seeretary. . 








MATTERS AND THINGSAT WasHINGTON. As the facts 
‘made known in the followieg articles are of conside, 
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rable interest to the 
regarded as semi-official publications of documents, 
&c. hereafter, I give a place tothem. It is proper to 


ublic, in shewing what may be , 


The editors of the National Intelligencer, after pro- 


fener. in their paper of the 27th May, that Thr 


whoLE of the proceedings in the senate and docu- 


add, that papers from the department of war have, | ments should be given as early as practicable, com- 


for some time, been first published in the ‘Washington 
Republican.’ 
From the National Intelligencer of July 1. 
The Florida claims—Cur mercantile readers have 


'menced the publication of them the next day, but 


omitted all such parts of thei as they were pieased 
to think immaterial; which omissions were timme- 
diately representedin other prints, as intentional sup- 


called upon us from every quarter, for the publication | pressions by lhe secretary of state to screen himself from 
of the awards made by the board of commissioners | exposure. 


under the Spanish treaty, and dissatisfaction has been 
expressed at their being so long withheld. Ithas not 
been our fault. We were desirous to have published 
them long ago. We have it now in our power to 
state, that the report of the commissioners has made 


“9 


its appearance ina weekly paper printed in this city, | 


heretofore known by the name of the National Jour- 
nal Extra, but which has Jately taken to itself a dif 


ferent title, viz. Natione! Government Journal, which 


has been chosen by the secretary of state as the vehicle 
to the public of such official papers as are subject to 
the control of that department. 
by the board above-mentioned, will, we are informed, 
appear in the next number of that journal. 


The determination of the secretary of state to with- | 


hold official papers from this print, will, we appre- 
hend, prove more inconvenient to the government 
than to us, for it will relieve us from the necessit 


ad abl 
* Os 


. 


some things, the diffusion of which is interesting to 
the government. In the present case, we have been 
refused copies of these papers, long ago applied for, 
and the copies, refused to us, have been made ont, by 
order of the department of state, for the “National 
- Government Journal.” 
either comment or complaint on this subject, it has 
become necessary, to avoid a misunderstanding of | 
our delay to make the publication, that the naked fact 





The List of Arrards, | 


‘i tion of that argume 
publishing any more of these matters than is interest-! 
ing to our readers, and may prevent the circulation of | 


Without intending to make | 


Among the omissions, were two extracts from re- 


ports of committees of the house of representatives, 


| which formed a part of the important message cf the 
‘president to the senate, of the 21st May, 1824. The 
allegation for their omission. was ‘avant of room” 
while an editorial column of the same paper, cccupy- 
ing more space than the two extracts would have re- 
quired, was reserved for hearsay statements of what 
liad been said in the senate against the convention. It 
happened, aiso, that the omitted extracts bore precise- 
ly as argument in reply to the objections, thus sedulously 
displayed against the measure of the acministration, 
upon the only point of importance which had iabored 
‘in the senate;—so that the whole subject went forth 
to the public, under the auspices of the National In- 
| telligencer, with the whole argument against the con- 
vention exhibited in full relief, and with the refuta- 
ut, omitted for want of room. 
The singularity of this procedure was mentioned. to 
the editors of the National Intelligencer, and the con- 
| certed and elaborate efforts of other presses, to bring 
,odium upon the administration for the negocistion 
(of this convention, aided and abetted by their half 
‘publication of the documents, was noticed to thetn- 
selves.—They published the immaterial extracts, but 
‘gave no satisfactory reason for their conduct; nor has 
| a solitary paragraph appeared in their paper either to 
opologise for their partial selection of documents, or 
io defend the administration against the aspersions of 


Nor 


should be placed before our readers, who may rest) its enemies, partly founded on their omissions. 
assured they shall lose nothing by this arrangement} lave they to this day published in their paper more 
that is of any sort of value to them. |than half the documenis communicated by the presi- 
The list of the awards of the commissioners wil!]| dent to the senate, with the convention. 
appear in this paper atleast assoonasinthatto which} Under these circumstances it became indispensa- 
a copy has been furnished by the department of state. | ble to seek some other vehicle than the National In- 
From the National Journal of July 3. | teftigencer, for the publication of the convention and 
The statement in the above article, that the Na-|of the documents connected with it. They were ac- 
tional Government Journal, has been chosen by the! cordingiy, with the approbation of the president of 
secretary of state as the vehicle to the public, of such | the United States, published in the Muational Govern- 
official papers as are subject to the control of that! ment Journal, a title which the editor of the paper had 
department, is not entirely correct. The necessity | chosen to assume, but with which the secretary of 
of resorting, at least occasionally, to some other vehi- state had no more to do, than with that of the National 
cle than the National Intelligencer, has resulted not| Intelligencer. That paper was selected for the pub- 
only from the general course of the editors of that lication, because it was exclusively a compilation of 
paper, for some time past, towards the present ad- | public documents, and as such better suited for such 
ministration, but from the particuiar mauner in which | publications than any miscellaneous newspaper. 
they thought proper. on a recent occasion, to garble} [There are two other paragraphs. The first says 
the publication of the documents reiating to the con-| that the “refusal” was made only to spare a useless 
vention for the suppression of the African slave! waste of time in making out tro copies of a volumi- 
trade. nous document—and the second declares that the edi- 
That convention, forming an esscitial part of aj tors of the National Intelligencer were informed by 
great’ system of negociation with all the principal | the secretary of state, that it was not his intention ex- 
powers of Europe and America, recummended by | clusively to withhold from them the first publication 
the voice, nearly unanimous, of the house of repre- | of documents—but that he reserved to himself, with 
sentatives, and having for its object one of the no-| the approbation of the president, the right of publish- 
blest purposes that ever animated the heart of man, | ing documents in such manner as he should deem to be 
had been concluded by virtue of instructions, sane-| most conducive to the public good, &c.] 
tioned by the president, upon greatdeliberation,and| 30 The editors of the “National Intelligencer,” 
with the unanimous assent of the members of his ad-| in their paper of Thursday, have two columns of re- 
ministration. Its ratification having met with an un- | marks on the preceding article. They deny the charge 
expected opposition in the senate, the friends cf the | of hostility to the administration, and profess great 
administration, and of the measure, in that, body, | love and reverence for the president. As to the charge 
were desirous, after the final vote upon it had heen | of garbling the documents, they say— 
taken, that all the documents relating to it sheu'd | “The convention with Great Britain was ratified on 
immediateiy laid before the public, and to that end a| Saturday, the 22d May. On Monday following, the 
injunction of secreey was removed, and on Tuesday 


esolution, removing the injunction of secrecy any 
following we stated the fact, with a promise to pub- 
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lish “the particulars” in our next, if we should be 
able to obtain them. We were not able to obtain 
them, owing to the construction put upon the order 
of the senate, that the substance and not the particu- 
lars of the proceedings were to be published. 


On! 


the 26th we published the substance of the treaty, | 


and the fact of its qualified ratification, which, seek- 
ing the gratification of our readers, we took much 
trouble to obtain. 
tion was putupon tle rule of the senate, and, through 
the kindness of a member of the house of representa- 


- of that article. 


. 
tives, (no others but members and officers of con-| 


eress being allowed to enter the office of the secre- 
tary of the senate), we obtained a copy of the docu- 


ments, and an extract from the journal of the senate. | 


These papers we published, voluminous as they were, 


on the 28th—29th of May, as we received them, with 
ihe exceptions, viz: that, being much pressed for 
room, we Omitted the cownter-projet of the British 
commissioners, which, not being adopted, was not 
material, and is not now alledged to have been so, and 
the “extracts from the two resolutions of the house 
of representatives, one of the 9th of February, 1821, 
the other of 12th April, 1822,” which, having been 
before published, and only here introduced as show- 
ing the corroboration between the views of congress, 
and those expressed in the president’s message, we 
did not suppose to be material.” This, be it remem- 
bered, was Saturday. In the intermediate time be- 
tween that publication and Monday, we heard that 
the omission of those extracts was deemed material. 
What did we do then? We did not, to be sure, fall 
down upon our knees, and ask pardon for no sin, but 
we did promptly, viz. on Monday, put into type, and 
on Tuesday publish, in the National Intelligencer, 
these identical extracts, saying at the time that “we 
thought we had published every thing material upen 
the subject, and should still think so, had it not been 
otherwise snegested by a friend,” viz. by that much 
respected gentleman who fills, with so great proprie- 


ty, the situation of chief clerk in the department of 


state. If this was not ‘‘an apology,” it certainly was 


A prompt attempt to repair an omission, which, if 


material, was yet merely inadvertent These omis- 
sions we have never seen represented as “intentional 
suppressions by the secretary of state,” or we should 
certainly have contradicted the statement.” 

They then justify the “summary of the arguments” 





‘fulson. 


. . . { 
on the treaty, and say it was obtained from a mem- 


ber of the senate, and they did not suppose that its 


és Liaw 68 ] n om nith 1pPwe > Do. | : . : . ; 
nublication could conflict with the views of the exc- | capt. Chase, has arrived at Laguira with three Spanisir 


cutive,” &e. They thought there was no necessity to 
defend the administration on aeconnt of the conven- 
Hon, and quote an extract from their paper of the 
ratified.” 
published the documents, because they were ‘‘confi- 
centially communicated” and had not yet been fur- 


nished to them, nor had they nntil now known of their 
publication*—but say that they*would yet publish 


them, if it was thought material, &c. and they make | 


the declaration, that their paper is “the only one which | tang on this interesting subject, and if so the “holy” 


has sufficient circulation to diffuse the mformation 
among the people, who have aright to it.”’ 

Domestic corrons. The Delaware Watchman pub- 
lishes the following extraets of letters from Moute 
Video, of the 6th ols May— 

“The [British] consuls general and vice consuls 
have arrived and distributed themselves in the differ- 
ent ports, evento Lima and Peru. 


“The arrival of our minister, the appointment of 


consuls by England, and the establishment of regular 





—s- 


nution of one per cent. 


packets, together with the favorable sentiments ex- 
pressed in parliament, towards the independence of 
South America, has raised the spirits of the patriots, 
and they will I think do well. The articie of coarse 
eotton shirting is in constant demand here—anc if the 
manufacturers will be faithful and honest in making 


them good, they may monopolize this market; En- 


_glish and India will not sell while American, geod, is 
On that day a different construc- | 


in the market—but I have seen some of an ordinary 
quality here, which were likely to injure the credit 
In a little time, if the manufacturers 
will be careful, and the merchants act fair and ho- 


/nestly inselecting good goods, instead of cheap and or- 


dinary, all that can be made of these cotton shirtings, 
called here ‘‘lensos,”” will find a ready sale among the 
country people, for they seem to like nothing so well 
for sheets, trowsers, shirts, towels, table-cloths, &c.” 





FOREIGN NEWS. 

Great Britain. London, May 25, 1824, 4 past one 
o’clock. The money market is considerably agitat- 
ed, and consols have fallen to $54 3-8 for the end of 
the month. There is an almost unprecedented dimi- 
Various causes are assigned 
for this decline; amongst them are the report of a 
congress—the declaration of the Journal des Debats, 
that Yturbide, if successful in Mexico, will only pave 
the way for a Jegitimate prince, thereby leading to an 
inference that France is intriguing with Spain—and 
the news from Madrid of an extraordinary levy of 
troops for the invasion of South America. 

France. A French vessel, bound to Lima with war- 
like stores, has been captured, it is said, off the Cape 
de Verds—but by whom is not stated. 

M. Constant has been admitted to his seat in the 
chamber of deputies, by a vote of 214 to 169. 

Spain. The report is that, on account of the want 
of rain, the miseries of a famine may be added to the 
list of miseries heaped on this miserable country. 

Portugal has again become tranquil. The king has 
been liberally bestowing titles and snuff boxes and 
medals on different persons, who rallied round and 
supported him, against his affectionate wife and hope- 
Among the gifts was that of his portrait, set 
in diamonds, to general Dearborn, our minister at 
Lisbon. From a part of a proclamation of prince 
Miguel, it appears that bis grand ptirpose was to mur- 
Jer the freemasons, “for the love of God’ and to 
shew his respect for religion! 


Colombia. The armed schooner General Santander, 


vessels, her prizes, three brigs, two of which were 
armed, whose cargoes, exclusive of a large quantity 


ith of Sera ape ‘of specie found on board of them, are valued at 
4th of June, in which they said they should have cen- |$250,000. They were part ofa convoy from Havana 
sidered it “an unfortunate incident had it not been | 


Thev excuse themselves for not having | 


bound to Spain. 

The British public agents in Colombia are very li- 
beral in their assurances that their government will 
take a decided part in support of the independence of 
South America, if the “holy allies” shall combine to 
destroy it. If they are not deceiving themselves or 
deceiving the people—Great Britain has taken her 


folks will not send out missionaries to convert the repub- 
‘licans to monarchy by the argument of the bayonet. 
‘Indeed, the London Morning Chronicle, of the 19th 


| 
| 
| 


May, says—*‘it is currently reported to-day that the 
republic of Colombia is immediately to be acknow- 
ledged by the British government.” 
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Baltimore inspections—for the quarter ending July | 
136,277 bbls. and 6,362 4 bdls. wheat flour, 37,164 bbis 


"They were published in the Journal, printed at] herrings, 4,980 shad, 937 hhds. and 6,288 bbls. dones 


Washington, on the 9th of last month. 
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tic liquors, 3,068 bbis. pork, &c. Ke 
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Schuylkiil Navigation Canal. The twenty-two mile 
section of this important work, immediately below 
the borough of Reading, we are informed, was open- 
ed for use on the fifth instant; and, by order of the 
managers, was, in due form, named the GIRARD 
CANAL, in compliment to STtepHen GiRARD, esq. 
who so liberally supported the undertaking. The 
opening excited great interest and attention through 
that part of the country, and was appropriately cele- 
brated by a large party from Reading and other places, 
with anumber of gentlemen from this city, who na- 
vigated about fourteen miles of the line. No acci- 
cent of importance has happened to the canal, and 
it is understood that boats can pass the whole distance 
from Reading to this city. Wesincerely congratulate 
the public upon the completion, thus far, of a canal 
which promises the most valuable and lasting benefits 
to Philadelphia and the county through which the 
work passes. Franklin Gaz. 

The bank of the United States has declared a divi- 
dend of 24 per cent. payable after the 15th inst. 

Early vegetation. The Norfolk Herald, of the 21st 
uit. states that, on a farm near that borough, the corn 
already bears roasting ears of the largest size. 





—_- eee ee 


Messrs. Crawford and Edwards. 

Desirous ef giving an impartial view of the chief 
matters lately investigated by a committee of the 
house of representatives, I have looked over the 
mighty mass of papers published for the purpose of 
selecting such as appeared most necessary to accom- 
plish this object. The three following appear the 
most material as connected with the first report of 
the committee. 





C, 
Washington, May 24, 1824. 
Sir: [have received your note of this day’s date, 
and now enclose you a copy of the publication of Mr. 
Edwards, made in 1819, in reference to the bank of 
Edwardsville, in the Edwardsville Spectator and St. 
Louis Enquirer, and from the former copied in the 
illinois Gazette, published at Shawneetown, and 
from which last mentioned paper the enclosed is 
taken. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, DANIEL P. COOK. 
The hon. Jomn Fioyn. 
FROM THE EDWARDSVILLE SPECTATOR. 
Te the editors of the St. Louis Enquirer. 
GentLtemeN The honorable secretary of the 
treasury having, at my particular application, direct- 


~ — 


2. William Kinney, esq. asenator in our state le. 
gislature. 

3. Abraham Prickett, esq. a member of our house 
of representatives. 

4, Joseph Conway, esq. clerk of the superior court, 

5. Doctor Joseph Bowers, a gentleman of the first 
respectability, and highly distinguished for his pro. 
fessional abilities. 

6. Mr. Robert Pogue, a respectable merchant of 
this place. 

7. T. W. Smith, esq. with whom J had no previ. 
ous acquaintance, but in favor of whose character} 
have seen the most flattering and pointed testimo- 
nials, from members of congress, the vice president 
of the United states, and several other gentlemen o/ 
the first respectability in the state and city of New- 
York. 

8. Maj. Robert Ladiam, whom I had known from 
infancy to manhood, and against whose honor I had 
never heard the slightest insinuation: and, 

9. Myself. 

Reposing that confidence in a board eomposed oi, 
those gentlemen which their individual characters did 
justify, 1 felt myself warranted in giving it, as my 
opinion, to the honorable secretary of the treasnry, 
that the public deposites could be as safely confided 
to them, as to the directors of any other institution 
whatever; and 1 am happy to say, that Mr. Crawford, 
who has been regularly informed, and is intimately 
acquainted with the general conduct ef the board, has 
had no reason to believe that my confidence was mi: 
placed. 

To say nothing of the three last named directors, 
whose residence among usis of more recent date, the 
five first named, who in my absence, constituted five- 
eighths of the board, are generally and well known: 
and, I hazard nothing in stating, that there is not onc 
man of respectability in this state, that Knows them 
who will deny that their characters forbid the belie 
that they could so far degrade themselves as to be- 
come the wicked accomplices or willing instruments 
of effecting the fraudulent designs, that, by its ene- 
mies, have been imputed to the bank. The persona! 
interests of the directors could have afforded no suc! 
temptation; for the accommodation that any of them 
have asked or received, has been very moderate; an‘ 
it is a fect, that the president, and several of ther. 
have never yet borrowed a cent frem the bank. 

As to general Payne, who subscribed fora greate: 
amount of siock than any other individual, and wir 
has been so frequently alluded to in the publication’ 
against the bank, Tecan only say, that he has uniform!’ 





ed certain deposites of public money to be made in 
the banks of Shawneetown and Edwardsville, I feel 
myself called upon, by the repeated publications in 
your paper against the latter bank, to make the fol- 
lowing statements, merely for my own justification, 
without, however, either wishing or intending to en- 
gage in any further controversy upon tie subject, un- 
less it should become necessary to support the facts 
themseives, which I shall state. 

Whatever might have been the original intention 
of those who had been most active in procuring the 
incorporation of the bank of Edwardsville, I did sin- 
cerely believe, at the time it was about to be putinto 
operation, that it was intended to be conducted with 
the utmost prudence and honesty; and, with that be- 
lief, Tmyself subscribed for one hundred shares. | 
personaly knew that $30,000 had been, actually, and 
bona fide. paid upen the stock subseribed; and the 
election of directors was a further confirmation to 
me, that nothing like fraud or imposition was con- 
te mplated. 

The centlemen chosen, as directors, were— 

i. Coronel Benjaviin Stephenson, formerly dele- 
gate in congress; thea, and now, receiver of public 
moneys in the iand office at this place. 


stated to me, that his object in purchasing the stock 
was to sect apart a fund, and to obtain faeilities for 
\the payment of public lands, which he then had pw- 
| chased, and thereafter intended to purchese; and, ° 
far ast am infermed, his conduct has corresponce: 
vith his professions; for, while he has recommen 
ed the utmost caution and circumspection in 1 

management of the bank, neither he, ner any of hs 
connections, has ever obtained a loan from it. 

But, whatever may have been the objects of a2) 
one or more gentlemen, itis certain that the bank ha 
| been managed with such caution and diseretion, tha 
fam convinced it could have nothing to fear from? 





| a 
comparison of its situation with that of any othe! 
| bank in the United States; and so far from “strug” 
cling,” as you suppose it to be, ‘in the last agonies 
death,” I pledge my honor, that the amount of spec 
in its vaults exceeds, by several thousand dollars. 
twice the amountof its notes in circulation; and ths 
it is able to pay, ata moment's warning, the whole 
amount it owes to the government; which statemen 
it would be folly for me thus publicly to make, 
it were not true, because I wel] know the secretal? 
of the treasury possesses the means of detecting 
exposing any error which it might contain. 
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My object, however, in this address, is not to sup-. 
port the future credit of the bank, but merely to show 
the grounds upon which my recommendaiton of it 
was predicated ; its present condition; and that the ex- 

ectations which I authorized, have, so far, been com- 
pletely fulfilled 

For, notwithstanding, I do verily believe that nei- 
ther the government, nor any individual, is in dan- 
ger of being intentionally imposed upon by the bank, 
so long as it continues under the control of its present’ 
directors—yet, intending to be absent from the stiuce, , 
and considering the disastrous pressurg of the present. 
times, the hostility which the bank has to encounter, | 
and particularly the opposition of gentlemen in this, 
state, high in office, who have been exremely anxious | 
to get other banks into operation, with the aid of ‘*fo- 
reign capital,’ as it is termed, I have determined to 
resign my seat in the directory, and to withdraw from 
all future responsibility of any kind whatever, in re- 
lation to this or any other bank, without making any 
further unsupported effort, to retain any portion of| 
the public deposites in this state; leaving it to the di- 
rectors to maintain their credit, by their own good 
conduct; and to the secretary of the treasury, to judge 
for himself, upon the returns he requires, how far | 
it may be prudent to trust them. 

I will only add, that, in the support which I have 
hitherto given to the banks of Shawneetown and Ed- 
wardsville, IT have been wholly uninfluenced by any 
motives of pecuniary interest; and that I never have 
applied for, or obtained a loan from either; nor am I 
under any kind of obligations to them. 

Very respectfully, [ am, gentlemen, your most ofe- 
dient servant, NINIAN EDWARDS. 

Edwardsville, September 13, 1819. 

dD. 
Treasury department, 12th May, 1824. 


‘Bank Huntsville 





In answer to the letter of the honorable Mr. Floyd 
chairman of a select committee of the house of repre-| 
sentatives of the Ist inst. the secretary of the treasury | 
has the honor to transmit the accompanying state-| 
ment from the treasurer, shewing the balances at the’ 
eredit of that officer, in the banks mentioned in Mr. | 
Floyd’s letter. 

By this statement, it appears that the branch bank. 
of Kentucky, at Louisville, owes nothing to the trea-| 
Sury; the debt lately due by that institution having, 
veen entirely discharged in August last. 


| 


Of the present condition of the other banks men-,, 


tioned by Mr. Floyd, the seeretary is not sufficiently | 
inormed, to offer any opinion. As far, however, as 
relates to the debts due by them, respectively, to the 
treasury, he has the honor to state: 

Ist. That the debt due by the Planters’ and Mer- 
chants’ bank, at Huntsville, is considered safe, and is 
ina course of payment; having been reduced, since 
the report made by the secretary of the treasury, on. 
the 14th of February, 1822, from $64,044, to 
45,167 11, : 


some portion of it is understood to have been already 
paid to the agent. 


| pondence with the secretary of the treasury, yet, as 





———=e 


Ath. That the bank of Edwardsville, and the Far- 
mers and Mechanics’ bank of Cincinnati, having 
failed to make any provision, by security, or othrer- 
wise, for the payment of the debts due by them to the 
United States, suits have been instituted against them. 
In these cases, also, some loss is expected, though 
no correct opinion can now be formed as to the ex- 
tent. 

The secretary has no reason to apprehend loss 
from any other bank in which the public money is 
deposited. 

The hon. Joun Frioyp, esq. chairman of a select 
committee. 


Balance at the credit of the treasurer of the United States, 
in the following banks, May 3, 1824. 





BANKS. AMOUNT. 


= 





None The balance 
was 40,943 dolls. 
45,167 11)88 cents which 
was drawn for 
159,955 S7\by = No. '846, 
Per im August, 1823, 
168,511 64 and 0 ge Br. 
46,973 50! United 


Br. Kentucky, Louisville 
Planters & Merchants’ 


Bank of Missouri - - 
Bank of Vincennes - - 
Bank of Edwardsville - 
Farmers & Mechanics’ } 
Cincinnati \ 


States’ 
bank Louisville 
20,213 Ollsame month. _ 











$440,820 63 
THOMAS T. TUCKER, 

Treasurer of the United States. 

Treasury department, 20 March, 1824. 
The secretary of the treasury has had the honor to 
receive the tetter addressed to him, on the 12th inst. 
by the honorable Mr. Livingston, on behalf of a se- 

lect committee of the house of representatives. 


As the correspondence with Mr. D. B. Mitchell, 
to which the committee refers, though relating partly 
to public transactions, was unofficial, it was not 
placed on record in the treasury department And, 
on examination, it appears that only two of the let 
ters included in it have been preserved. These are 
Mr. Mitchell’s letters of the 19th February, and 28th 
of April, 1818; the former of which has been found 
on the files of the department, and the latter among 
the private papers of the secretary. They are both 
transmitted herewith. 


To expiain the circumstance of public matters be- 
ing introduced into an unofficial correspondence 
between two public officers, it is proper to state, that 
Mr. Mitchell, having been governor of Georgia, and 
having for many years taken an active part in the 
public affairs of that state, had long been personally 
well known to the secretary; and that during the se- 


-cretary’s residence at Washington, though his own 


duties left him but little leisure for private corres- 
pondence, Mr. Mitchell had been in the habit of writ- 


‘ing to him freely and frequently; introducing into 

2d. That the debt due by the bank of Missouri is. 
aso considered safe, having been secured in a man-_ 
her acknowledged by persons competent to judge on | 
the subject, to be satisfactory; and, moreover, that. 


his letters, as may naturally be supposed from the 


former and actual situation of the parties, a variety 
of topics, both of a public and local character. It is, 
also, to be observed, that, although Mr Mitchell, as In- 
dian agent,was not precluded from any official corres- 


3d. That the debt of the bank of Vincennes was! it was the war department to which, under the presi- 


heretofore supposed to have been secured; but that | 


dent, he was officially accountable, it was to that de- 


some doubts have since arisen, both as to the validity | partment that his communications, in relation to his 
and the value of part of the security; and that,! public duties, were properly to be addressed. Andit 


althoug 


t » ] ha? . 
he subject, there is reason to suppose, that a loss 


will be eventually sustained by the United States. 
*O What extent this may be the case, cannot, at 
present, be estimated: but measures will be taken to 
guard the interests of the treasury as far as practica- 


. 


h no correct opinion can now be fermed on} : 
by Mr. Mitchell, that, on the 3d and 18th of February, 





appears by a publication, which has been since made 


1818, he communicated officially, to the secretary of 
war, the same information, in substance, respecting 
his conduct in relation to the Africans, as was con- 
tained in his private letter of the 19th of February, 
to the secretary of the treasury. 
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An examination of Mr. Mitchell’s letters, of the 
19th of February and 28th of April, will shew that 
they were not merely unofficial, but, in part, at least, 
private and confidential. The letter of the 25th of De- 
cember, 1817, which isthe only other letter of Mr. 
Mitchell, required by the committee, is believed to 
have been of the same character; but, in what de- 
gree, is not now recollecied. 

Although it was no part of the duty of the secre- 
tary of the treasury to have taken official cognizance 





Mitchell’s letter of the 19th February, had been put 
up with the attorney general's opinion, and placed 
with it on the file set apart for that officer’s communj- 
cations. The originals of the opinion and of those 
papers, with the endorsements made on them at the 
time, are now transmitted inthe same state as that jp 
which they were filed; and it is believed that thei, 
appearatuce affords intrinsic evidence that they were 
so filed. 

The papers herewith transmitted, include all the 


of the subject of Mr. Mitelicll’s letter, of the 25th of | correspondence in the possession of the secretary, or 


December, even if the letter had been oftcial, yet he 
submitted it to the president: and, as the cireum- 
stances communicated in it appeared to show a de- 


it, also, toa committee of the senate which had been 


| in the treasury department, having relation to the sub- 


ject of the letters required by the committee, not here. 


_tofore communicated tothe house of representatives, 
fect in the existing laws on the subject, he submitted | 


It has been insinuated by Mr. Edwards, that these 
letters were withheld by the secretary, in violation of 


appointed to inquire into the expediency of making | the resolution of the house of representatives of the 
further provisions by law for preventing the intro- 3lst December, 1819, for the purpose of screening 
duction of slaves. Whether the letter was returned; Mr. Mitchell. The charge, however, is contradicted 
to the secretary by that commitiee, or what disposi- i by the facts; and particularly by the facts upon which, 
tion was finally made of it, he is now unable to state. ‘it purports to be founded. The letter of the collec- 
He has written, however, to Mr. Roberts, who was! tor of Darien, of the 14th of March, which was com- 
chairman of that committee; for such information as! municated under that resolution, and to which as wel 
he can furnish; and when the answer is received ii as the other papers communicated by the secretary 
shall be communicated to the committee. on the lith of January, 1820, the committee is re- 

The additional circumstances disclosed in Mr.: spéctfully referred, begins thus: “I had the honor to 
Mitcheil’s letter of the 19th of February, induced the , address you per last mail, and to enclose to you pa- 
secretary to submit it to the attorney general; and | pers respecting forty-seven African negroes, taken by 
while it was before him, the letter of the collector of| the surveyor of Darien, from one Jared E. Groce, on 
Darien, of the 9th of March, 1818, containing his off- ; their way to the Alabama territory, through the Indian 
cial report of the seizure of the Africans, was receiv- | nation, and forty-one others at the Creek agency, from 
ed, and was also submitted to the attorney general.| the negro houses of the agent for Indian affairs.” 
As the opinion of the attorney general recommended | [‘ere, then, is a disclosure of the very fact. which, if 
that the case should be left to the decision of. the the secretary’s design was to screen Mr. Mitchell, it 
courts, before which it was then supposed to be pend- was fatal to disclose. viz. thata large number of Afri- 
ing, the secretary informed Mr. Mitchell of the fact; cans, who had been illicitly introduced, had been seiz- 
presuming that, as far as the secretary was concern- ed, not only at Mr. Mitchell’s residence, and at the 
ed, the affair was then terminated; as, indeed, it soon seat of his authority, but in his own negro houses. kt 
after was, by the delivery of the Africans to the ex-) will be seen by the committee, that the collector’s let- 
ecutive authority of Georgia, As this letter was writ- ters of the 9th, thouch it contains the details of the 
ten in answer to unofliicial letters, and, probably, con- seizure, does not more strongly implicate Mr. Miteh- 
tained allusions to some of the private matters notic- el] than he is implicated by this disclosure. But what- 
ed in those letters, it was not made oficial: and, oonse- ever may be the purport and bearing of the letter of 
quently, was not placed on the records of the treasu-| the Sth, that letter is particularly pointed to in the 
ry department. Copies of unofliciul letters are Jetter of l4th, as containing papers respecting the 
rarely retained by the secretary; and, of this letter, seizure of those negroes. And if there had been» 
none was taken. design to suppress the letter of the 9th, it was neces- 

The opinion of the attorney general, however, was’ sary to its suceess that this reference to a letter whic! 
filed in the department; and, it appears, that with it; would have defeated the design, should also have bee: 
were filed the papers upon which the opinion Was | suppressed. Sut, upon what principles that gover 
founded, viz. Mr. Mitcheil’s letter of the 19th of Fe-) human eonduct, can the design of favoring Mr. Mitel- 
bruary, and thie teticr of the collector of Darien of the! el], at the expense even of honorand duty, be recon 
$th of March. ni ,ciled with the suppression of papers that tended to 

Fnere ts reason to believe that it was owing to the) his justification? For it will be seen by the comnii! 
circuinstance of these papers having been filed with) tee that Mr. Mitchell's letters, which the secretary 
the opinion of the attorney general, that the letter of! has been charged with concealing and Withholding 
the coliecior of Daricn was overlooked when the pa-, represent his conduct in the transaction referred to, 
pers were collected to be transinitted under the reso-| as that of a vicilant, intelligent and faithful publi 
lution of the house of representatives, of the 3Ist! officer. And it is believed that if the guilt or inno- 
December, 1819. It will be seen by the endorsements | cence of Mr. Mitchell were to be determined on i 
made on the original resolution, [which is herewith | other grounds than those afforded by the communica 
transmiited], by the secretary and Mr. Jones, the chief, tions made to the seeretarv by the collector of D2- 
clerk of the department, that the duty of collecting, rien and himself, all of which, [with the exception o! 
the papers called for by the resolution was assigned | the letter of the 25th of December}, are now befor 
by the secretary to the chief clerk, and was performed the committee, Mr. Mitchell would he free from su: 
by him. And, by the interlineation in his hand writ-| picion. So far, then, from having been improper!) 
ing; in the original rough draft of the secretary's re-| influenced by anv sentiment of partiality towards Mr. 
port, under that resolution, [which is herewith trans-| Mitchell, in withholdine these papers. it is believed 
mitted), it will be seen that the report passed through | that if any error has been committed by the secretary 
his hands from the secretary to the house. [rom the | in re!ation'to them, it is on the other side. If, on th 
Japse of hime, that gentiemnan is not now able to ex-! one hand, the Jetters of the collector inculpate Mr. 
plain why the coll etor’siettor, of the 9th of March,! Mitchell, so on the other hand, his own letters justify 
was hot trausmiticd with the other letters: but the! him: and, though one !etter of the collector was omit 
probability is, tuat, mi collecting the papers required, | ted to be communicated to the house; yet, on th 
his examination was ¢ omined to tue files of the seve-| other hand, all the letters of Mr. Mitchell were omit- 
ral collectors an‘ o‘licers o} the customs, without re-| ted. So that, as far as Mr. Mitchel! was concerned, 
“ and My. | the charge was presented without the justification 
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it is believed, that, while the circumstances stated | clare, that, even after I had written my address to th® 
in this communication explain satisfactorily the rea-| house of representatives, I would most gladly have 
sons why the correspondence referred to by the com-; withheld it, if lcould have hoped, by any more pacific 
mittee was not laid before the house, under the reso-} means, to have obtained a withdrawal of his unjust 
jution of the 31st December, 1819, it is demonstrated | insinuation, or to have paralysed its effects. I had not 
by the communications made by the secretary to the | been such an inattentive and careless observer of the 
president, to the committee of the senate, to the at-! current events of a few years past, (which the public 
torney general, and to the house itself, that there has | have also witnessed), as not to have foreseen the con- 
been no wish nor intention on the part of the secre-| sequences of any attempt on my part, to question the 
tary to withhold from the proper authorities any in-| justice of Mr. Crawford’s attack upon me, or to de- 
formation, whether made known to him officially, or | fend myself against it. And hence, I have neither 
unofficially, of the violation of the law, in the case | been surprised by the abuse, vilifications and prejudi- 
alluded to, or of Mr. Mitchell’s conduct in the trans-/| cations that have been pronounced against me, by 
action. gentlemen whose impartiality appears to have render- 

— ed them extremely anxious to become my judges; 

= The next paper, apparently in order, is Mr.|nor by the unblushing falsehoods, and other vile 
idwards’ letter to the editors of the ‘National Intel-| means, by which certain newspaper editers have 
ligencer,”’ after his return tothe city of Washington, | endeavored to forestal and prejudice public opinion 
as follows. His complaint of a disposition to prejudge| againstme. These consequences I well knew before- 
his case is just, as will evidently appear from a refer-; hand I should have to meet. They were painful in 
rence to what took place in the house of representa-| anticipation—their realization is excessively so; but 
tives, on the presentation of his address, before it was| | had uo other alternative than to bear them, or, most 
read. cishonorably, to shrink from the defence of my own 

Messrs. Gates & Searon: There having been much | character. I did not hesitate between such alterna- 
speculation in regard to my willingness to return to| tives, and, whatever may be the result, I shall never 
this place, and mect my accusers face to face, I beg) regret the choice 1 made. 
leave, through the medium of your very useful and| The good people of this union have witnessed the 
widely circulated paper, to state to the public, that a| harsh and unfair treatment that I have experienced, 
countermand of the orders of the president, under! and I have no doubt they will concur with me in 
which Lleft the city in March last, and the summons | the opinion that it is high time that an overbearing and 
of the committee, having reached me at Fdwards-}| dominecring spirit, too often heretofore exhibited, 
ville, on the afternoon of the 12th instant, instantly! which would thus overawe and intimidate freemen 
commenced the indispensable preparations for my re- | from the exercise of an acknowledged right, or the 
turn—left home the next day, and, by availing myself | performance of a public duty, should receive a salu- 
of every possible means of expediting my journey, | tary check; and I shall not regret the opportunity ot 
should have arrived here on the 28th instant, (the | contributing to that object, by affording a demonstra- 
fourteenth day from St. Louis), had I not met colonel | tion of the utter impotency of such means to produce 
Johnson, of the senate, and other members of con-, the slighest effect upon myself. 
gress, at Washington, in Pennsylvania, and learnt Whenever the time shail arrive that any American 
from them that congress would certainly adjourn on j citizen cannot, in decent and respectful terms, vindi- 
the 27th instant, and that it was not expected that the | cate his own character against the injustice of. a pub- 
committee would be authorized to act after the ad-| lic officer, or question the infallibility of the latter, 
journment. Supposing, in consequence of this infor-, without being vilified, denounced and prejudged, ou 
mation; that I had lost all opportunity of deriving any the floor of ihe horse of representatives, and such con 
advantage from my presence, I afterwards yielded to , duct shall be tolerated by public sentiment, and bach. 
the claims of my frail constitution, by travelling more | ed by power and patronage, we may bid a final adieu 
leisurely, but, nevertheless, have performed the jour-. to our libertics, and aggression may triumph with im 
ney in less time than, I believe, ithas ever been done , punity. 











by any member of congress, or, indeed, by any other; but,among ail the occurrences that have presented 
person from that quarter of the union. themselves, inrelation to this unhappy affair, nothing 


Although the proniptitude and alacrity with which | has surprised me more than that you sliculd have 
I determined to obey the summons of the committee, | stated to the public that Tremained here several doy. 
and the perseverance with which, under very adverse | after Mr. Crawford made the report ig question; anc 
circumstances, I encountered the toil and fatigue of that other gentlemen, who knew I liad left the city, 
so long a journey, in so shorta time, may notaffordthe under the orders of the president, and in pursuance 
most satisfactory verification of certain bold and con- | of arrangements for my embarkation for Mexicc, 
tident predictions, that “i would not dare to shew my | Which had been made before the report was seut to 
lace here,” in vindieation of my own character against , the house, should themselves have imagined, or eculd 
an ingenious plot, that I shall always believe was in-! have supposed, that anintelligent people eouid be in- 
tended to destroy it forever; yet, if it will afford any | duced to believe that any justification for the vitupc- 
consolation for the mortification that must result from | rative reproaches that have been so unsparingly Le- 
Wis additional proof of the little reliance that is to stowed upon me, was to be found in the circumstance 
be placed in rash and hasty conclusions, Ihave no he-| of my having embraced the firsi opportunity that pre- 
sitation in admitting that I regard the unfortunate con- | sented itseif, on my journey, to vindicate myseil, is 
test in which I have been reluctantly involved, with | also rather more than I was prepared to expect. Nor 
all those apprehensions which a rational man may be’ is it improbable that it may be regarded by those inn- 


‘ 


! 
t 
+ 
‘ 


") 
“a 


‘ 
‘ 
, 
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supposed to feel,who is fully sensible that he has every | partial judges, to whom we all have to submit, as: 


disadvantage and the most fearful odds to encounter, | artifice to lessen the odium that is justly due to tl 
without any thing more to sustain him than the mere | means which left me no other alternative than to sul 
justice of his cause. i'mit, in silence, to injurious input tions, or to cefenc 
_ Little, indeed, isthe merit lean justly claim for my | myself under those disadvantageous cireumstone: 
fortitude in engaging in this most unpleasant contro-| After Mr. Crawford’s effort, which oceupies 


ron - ‘wg . . ‘fp « . | . . . 
VOrsy ; for, | am iree to contess that, i tr. ( rawe three columns of your pal ‘ cs fo j VrovVve i 34 ‘ 
ford h; . . : Po ASD ' 
for? had not rendered it necessary to my reputation, || swern falsely, it can no longer be doubted 


’ ° ' 


‘ ! . . . | - ; 2 ‘ ) ‘ - 
sh “11 not have had the temerity to enter the lists! one that his report was inteuced to impeach my cred 
With an antagonist possessing such formidable and | bility, the more especiaily as it appears, from his ow 


» & 


4ppalling advantages over me; and! do sincerely de-| view of the subject, that the letter thereia alluded 
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was not one of those which he was bound to have com- 
municated, or about which any remark whatever was 
required by his official duty. Who, then, can be so 
unjust as to blame me for defending myself? Where, 
let me ask, is the man to be found, who sets the least 
value on his character, and being conscious of his in- 
nocence, would not have done so? If, then, there is 
any blame for bringing this subject before the house 
of representatives, at so late a period of the session, 
it is due to Mr. Crawford—notto me; for my defence 
was produced by his attack: and this he might have 
made earlier, or forborne to have made at ali. 

The truth is, that Inever saw or heard of the report 
until the morning after it was made. A copy of it 
was then brought to me by a member of the house of 
representatives, about one hour before my intended 
departure, and so entirely unexpected was it to me, 
that I could not decide what course it would be best 
to take in regard to it. I, however, waited the balance 
of that day, endeavoring to collect such documents as 


I supposed might be useful to me, in any event that | 


might probabiy happen, left the city the next morning, 
and arrived in Baltimore the same evening, without 
having determined how or when I should defend my- 
self. Nor was any part of my defence written until 
after my arrival at Wheeling. 


oath before the committee, | had no other means of 
deience tian to impeach and inva.idate the statement 
that was so well calculated to injure me. This! did, 
as well as I could, and transmitted my vindication, 
in: perfect as it was, to the house, intending to make, 
but fearing that I should not be able to transmit, a 


more perfect one before an adjournment might take | 


‘place, that would deprive me of the opportunity of 
conveying my defence through the same channei by 
which I had been assailed. Had ithen possessed the 


‘ testimony which I have since been fortunate enough 


to procure, but of which I then had no certainty, | 
believe I should, on my own account, and not in re- 
spect to the claim of any one else, have abstained from 
every thing like recrimination. 
could not have made the full and triumphant defence 
that is now in my power, without having returned to 
Edwardsville; and no time was lost in preparing for 
further defence after I reached there. 


My present task is to show, Ist, that my condnet, in| 


regard to the bank of Edwardsville, has been fairly 
stated; 2d, that I did not swear falsely; and, 3d, tha 


the facts which I have aliezed argumentatively, in my | 
, ° ? oe 


Vindication against Mr. Crawford, are true. All of 


this I am able to do, and shalldo, if Tecan have a fair | 
As to Mr. | 


opportunity afforded me for that purpose. 
Crawford’s intentions in regurd to those several acts, 
Lhave not put that in issue by any thing that I have 
said in my vindication. It was not necessary for me 
to do so. 


from them. 

In thus using them, I expressiy disciaimed ‘any 
other construction of them then the most innocent of 
which they were susceptible;” and, considering Mr. 
Crawford’s present state of heaith, I am extremely 
reluctant to push any controversy with him beyond 
whai is necessary to my own defence. 


shall be fairly decided on, without reference to any 
“bad intentions.’’ But I shail insist, before the na- 
tion, that each fact ought to be distinetly decided on. 
If I have mis-stated any fact, let it be specifically al- 
Jeged, so that Ican meet it fairly. If, on the other 
hand, any one or all of the facts i have alleged be 
true; the people must see that I ought to have the 
benefit of such a decision. I feel no selicitude but 
about two facis, which have not been decided on by 
the committee; and these shall be so distinctly alleg- 
ed by me, and accompanied with such proof to estav- 


Having, at that time, | 
nothing in my possession to establish the truth of my | 


It will be seen that 1) 


Noue can admit those facts to be true, and | 
deny the justness of the arguments I have deduced | 


necessity. 


$17,000. 





———— ~- ———___S.,- 


7 


| {ish them, as to show that I am entitled to a decisioy 
in my favor upon them. 

My fellow- citizens must see the difficultics and dis. 
advantages I have to encounter; but, knowing myself 
that the facts Ihave alleged are substantially true, as 
above suggested, I will maintain them firmly, trusting 
to a final decision by a just and enlightened people. 
Beyond this, itis not my wish to go. But, if there 
shall be a determination to push matters further, | 
ean have no objection, and the public may rest assur. 
ed that Isha]l not be intimidated from pushinga sern- 
tiny to the utmost limit. I wish it, however, to be 
understood, that it will be defensive on my part. 

There are other collateral matters that shall be at- 
tended to in due time. At present, I have enough to 
do to attend to the main point. Persecuted and at. 
tacked from so many different quarters, the people 
/can be at no loss to discover the true motive of such 
, an illiberal course, and the impossibility of my attend- 
jing to such a multiplicity of attacks at one and the 
sane time, 

If, after all, the combination againstime shall prove 
too powerful, and I shall be put down, my feilow-ci- 
tizens shall see that it will be for no greater an of- 
fence than the fearless defence of my own character, 
and maintaining the truth. 

In conclusion, I have only to request that you will 
‘correct the error into which you were betrayed in re- 
‘gard to the time I remained here after Mr. Crawford's 
report was made. Ihave testimony, which you can 

see, If you desire it, that I left here on the 24th of 

_March, and transacted business in Baltimore on the 

‘evening of that day. The report was made on the 

22d and between that day and the 24th there surely 

was but one day NINIAN EDWARDS. — 
Washington, Junc 1. 





t 





St 3°>We then arrive at the documents, deposi 
tions, &c. published with the second report of the com- 
mittee. These would fill somewhere about five or 
six sheets of the Reatstrer, but as not one person ia 
-an hundred would read them, a few articles are se 
lected, as being thought sufficient, with the reports, 

arguments, remarks, &c. to meet the case in general. 

|Theloans made to the banks in the District ef Colum- 

|bia stand prominent. The following depositions wil 

shew the nature of them. 

Jumes Sanderson, of erandria, sworn, at the request of 
Mr. Edwards. 

Question, by Vr. Edwerds. 1 wish you to state what 
/you know concerning sums of money obtained by the 
NMechanic’s Bank of Alexandria, from the secretary 
of the treasury. 

eInswer. in January, 1819, I was president of tha: 
bank: at that time, there was a run on that bank, 
‘and the bank was much embarrassed. I waited on 
the secretary of the treasury, and he loaned, at one 
une, $17,000; at another, $26,000. I shewed hima 


Statement of the concerns of the bank, proving iis 
condition to be good, and reminded him of forme? 


loans by the bank, to government, in an hour of its 
He replied, that he would consult the 


president of the United States, and let me know the 


result; and, when I called again, told me the govern- 
, I, therefore, | 
shal] be content, as it relates to him, that these facts 


ment was disposed to do all it could to relieve the 
bank, as well as the other banks of the district, and 
gave me a draft on the the bank of Alexandria for 
This was on or about the 12th of January 
On or about the 23d of the same month, I called on 
him again, aud he gave me another draft on the same 
bank for $20,000. 1 understood these sums as loans 


or deposites, made to relieve and aid the bank. 1] 
‘continued president of the banka few weeks, and, 
soon after I left it, it stopped specie payment fer 2 
ishort time. sometime about the middle of March. 


Q. Has the bank repaid any of these loans? 
7. | went, this morning, to look at the books of t¢ 
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yank, and find that the amount appears to have been| Daniel Kurtz, sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards. 
cepaid. Iam cashier of the bank of Columbia, and have 


Question, by Mir. Forsyth. 
en the secretary? 


When did you first call | been for more than two years. 
cashier the bank has been indebted to the United 


Since I have been 


Answer. It was on Friday—but, as I understood he States, in al], about $300,000. The bank was appoint- 
was much engaged, on Saturdays, in receiving visits | ed agent for the treasury, to collect certain uncurrent 
of members of congress, I called again on Monday, | money; the whole amount above mentioned, did not, 


when J received the $17,000. 


} - . 
however, consist of such collections; there were some 


Question, by Mr. Forsyth. Were there any deposites | balances, about $40,000, left from former transac- 


vou have now spoken of? | 
" Inswer There were not, I believe, except the mo- | 
ney vhich had been loaned to the governinent previ- 
ous to the time I speak of. Dae 
JAMES SANDERSON. 
June 9, 1824. 
Charles T. Chapman, sworn, at the request of Ur. Ed- 
re } 
U ara S. 





made, by government, in that bank, previously to those _tions with the treasury. The sum I have mentioned, 
was owing by the bank when I became cashier, and 
has remained about the same ever since. 
United States bank went into operation, the bank of 
Columbia owed the government from $30,000 to 
»60,000—a part of which was drawn for by the treasu- 
ry, Say about $15,000. 
drawn for, and remains a-cash debt to the United 
Staies. 


When the 


The balance has not been 


I do not know precisely what arrangement was 


I was cashier of the Union Bank of Alexandria. | made with the bank, respecting the collection of un- 
in June, 1819, owing to the heavy pressures upon the | current notes; but I have understood that so much 


bank, and considering a disadvantageous loan had 


of those notes as the bank could collect and turn into 


been made by the bank to the government, and believ-| current money, might remain in the bank on depo- 


ing, as I then did, and do now, that uniecss some tem- 
porary relief could be obtained at the moment, a se- 
rious inconvenience would have resulted to the insti- 
tution—under such circumstances a committce was 
appointed to solicit from the hon. Wm. Hf. Crawford, 
secretary of the treasury, a temporary aid—which he 
was pleased to grat, under the condition that the 
amount should be :efunded when demanded. The 


site; but I cannot state for how !ong 2 time. 
$200,909 worth of uncurrent notes have been thus 
converted, and ercdited, as cash, to the treasury; 
part of the residue hias been drawn out by the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, and part remains now in the bank. 
These uncurrent notes were a partof those reported 
as uncoliectable by the bank of the United States, 
and were received from that bank by an order of the 


About 


sum received from the treasury was $30,000 in June, treasury. 


1819, and haying received information that it must 


Question. What is the amount of notes delivered 


be refunded in January, 1820, a part was paid in! for collection, and what were the dates of delivery, 
the latter month, and the balance in February of the | and specify on what banks? 


same year, and although the funds we received from | 
the treasury, were not, nor could have been desirable, 


Answer. The amount of notes delivered for coller- 


tion was $545,991 37,as appears by a statement now 


under any other circumstances than those above men- delivered, marked Z. in which also the dates of the 


tioned, yet interest was paid upoa the same. 


money thus received from the treasury was all, I be- | 


jieve, paid into the office of discount and deposite of 
the bank of the United States at Washington, either 


The | orders for the delivery of the notes to the bank will 
appear. 
the months of December, 1818, and August, 1819. 
The banks whose notes were so received, are so nu- 


The notes were actually received between 


» . ’ | 1] . . . . . 
by deposites or drafts of the treasurer through that | merous, that it has been impossible for me at this time, 


kink upon us. 


'to make out-the list. 


A statement of a number of 


The solvency of the Union Bank was, I believe, | them is, however, contained in a paper now deliver- 


never questioned at any time during its operations. 
C.T. CHAPMAN. | 
June 9, 1824. 


an 


'ed, marked Y. 


Q. What were the amounts of these notes cashed 


by the bank? 


4. $238,351 $7, as also appears by the paper mark- 


ot eel he “whe 
Ty iiam Rhedes, sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards. | ed Z. 


Iwas eashier of the Franklin Bank of Alexandria, | 


Q. What was the amount of uncurrent notes drawn 


*rom May, 1816, to June, 1819; when I Jeft the bank | ontof the bank by the treasury? 


twas indebted to the United States, I think in the! 
éum of $45,000. 
came indebted, l-ut believe it was in 1818 or 1519. 

itbecame indebted, as I understood, in consequence | 
©f an application by our directors te the secretary of | 
‘he treasury for a loan; there were, I believe, three 
such applications; at the first we received $18,000, 
the second $15,000 and at the third $12,000; the mo- 
ney was advanced to the bank to relieve it from its 
embarrassments. 
gate amount of $48,000, but am not so sure as to the 
amount of the different sums obtained at each applica- 
tion, nor respecting the time when they were obtain- 


ed. My impression is that the loans were all obtain- | 


ed within the course of about six months. I cannot 


state whether interest was or was not to be allowed | 


‘pon them. 1 have no farther knowledge of the 
‘ransaction than that lreceived the warrants from the 
‘treasury, and passed the amount to the credit of the 
United States. I now recollect that 1 was, in one in- 
Stance, requested by the directors to write a leiter to 
the secretary, requesting a deposite in our bank, 
which | did accordingly, but Ido not remember at 
what time, nor whether it was before or after the first 
Toan. WM. RHODES. 


I feel very ccrtain as to the aggre- | ; 
and includes about $30,000 standing to the credit of 


4. $123,192 59, as appears by astatement now de- 


I cannot certainly tell when it be-|livered, and marked X. 


Q What is the amount of such uncurrent notes 
now on hand, and where are they lodged? 
4. $53,661 40—lodged, principally at the several 


places contained in a statement now delivered, and 


marked W. 

Q. What is the total amount of the debt now due 
from the bank of Columbia to the United States? 

4. About $372,000, of which $318,361 87 is cash 


the treasurer, on sundry accounts, and the remaining 
balance of $53,661 40 is special deposite. 

Q. What probability is there of the United States 
recovering this debt? 

4. In my opinion the security given for the debt is 
amply sufficient, and I believe that the whole will be 
recovered. The bank owés in all about $800,000, 
and the nomin4l amount of its assets is more than a 
million and ahalf of dollars. An agreementhas been 
made with the bank of the United States to assign to 
it property and debts to secure the debt due from the 
bank of Columbia to the bank of the United States, 


‘and tothe United States. For the whole of the above 
| amount of $518,361 87, except the sum of $30,000, 
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above specified, the government received a credit on | secretary of the treasury personally, and by letter. ;, 
the books of the bank, as cash, in 1819 or 1820. At} relation to the currency of the country, and the eo). 
that time the bank of Columbia paid specie. The! lection of the public debts, as well in the Atlantic ‘ 
above sum, credited as cash, was suffered to remain | the western states. It was a crisis of unexampled 
in the bank from that time to the present. This, as difficulty. The great object was to restore and pre. 
{ understand, was in pursuance of an agreement with | serve a sound currency, generally, through the union. 
thetreasury. This deposite was the only compensa-| As it regarded the Atlantic portion of the union, ;: 
tion the bank received for the trouble of collection. | appeared, to my judgment, to involve the soundnesc 
I do not know that any time was specified for the | of the currency; but, as it regarded the westery 
continuance of the deposite. The secretary of the | states, it seemed to me to involve the existence of any 
treasury has pressed the bank very much for the| currency at all. 1 understood, distinctly, that it was 
amount: more, ! think, than he ought to have done, | the object of the secretary of the treasury, in the 
considering the trouble and expense to which the} western states, to prevent its sudden and total pros. 
bank was put. D. KURTZ. tration. In my opinion, the secretary of the treasury 
[A deposite,or loan, was also made in the Patriotic | displayed much ability, great zeal and industry, per- 
Bank, of 10,000 dollars, ‘tin consequence of the pres-, fect integrity, and commanded as much suceess es 
sure then existing in its concerns”—hbut it was soon! was practicable, under the circumstances of the 

after paid off. In like manner 25,000 dollars were , times. 
deposited in the Union Bank of Georgetown, &c.] | Q. By Mr. Cook. In expressing this opinion, dy 
— you do it with a full knowledge of the connection 

Langdon Cheves sworn, at the request of Mr. Edwards. | between the treasury department and the western 

Ibecame president of the bank of the United States | banks in which the public moneys were deposited, 
on 6th March, 1819, and continued till the beginning | and of the manner in which those banks fufilled their 
of January, 1823. I know but very little concerning | engagements with the treasury? 
the liability of local banks to the government of the| 4. Ido not do it witha full knowledge of these cir- 
United States. My duties in the U. S. bank consist- | cumstances, but] doit with a great deal of knowledge 
ing wholly of superintendence, I could not concern | of the subject. If this question be intended to refer 
myself with the details of its business. I consider | to my answers to previous questions concerning the 
the liability of local banks to the goverment asa mat- | arrangements between the western banks and the go- 
ter external to the business of the United States bank. | vernment, it is necessary to state that 1 understand 
The chief of what 1 do know on that subject is deriv-| those questions and answers to refer to the details 
ed from a leiter from the cashier of the bank of Ed- , which governed the transactions of those banks with 
wardsvilie to the cashier of the branch bank of the | the government, of which I am ignorant; but the an- 
United States, at Louisville, dated 2d May, 1820, a,.swer whichI have just given refers to the genera! 
copy of which I now produce. [Here Mr. Cheves | conduct and the success of the measures of the trea- 
read the letter. ] sury, and I know them from my correspordence and 

Q. When the treasury of the United States gave | intercourse with the secretary, and from the opera- 
drafts to the bank of the United States on any of the | tions of the bank of the United States, through whie! 
local banks, did the bank of the United States feel | large sums of money were collected for the use of th 
itself bound to receive in payment of such crafts any | governmentin the western states. 
ihing else than its own paper, or the legal currency of) fon. Ninian Edwards, sworn by order of the commille: 
the country? | Q. By Mr. Livingston. Yeu stated in an examine- 

4. The bank of the United States did not feelitself tion before a former committee, in your answer to 
legally bound to receive any thing but its own paper the Sth interrogatory, that you had prevailed unou 
aud the legal currency of thecountry. But it was in col. Stephenson to write a letter to the secretary c! 
the habit, with a view of being useful to the govern-. the treasury relative to the propriety of centinuing 
mentand the country, of receiving almost any thing deposites of public money in the bank of Edwards- 
that it could convert, safely and conveniently, into ville, and that you saw him write the letter, and en- 
cash. close a publication made by you therein. The com- 

Q. The rule of the United Statcs bank in receiving mittee wish to know whether you read that letter iin- 
deposites is, that, when a deposite is made generally, mediately after it was written, and, more particularly 
the bank is liable for the amount of such deposite in | than is stated in that deposition, what passed between 
cash, is it not? yourself and col. Stephenson on that oecasion. 

2. That is the general rnie, to which I recollect! 4%. The circumstances under which it was wriiten 
but one exception, which was under a particular ar- | were these, col. Stephenson was, at that time, the re- 
rangement in respect to certain western banks, by ‘ceiver of public moneys, and also the president ct 
which the bank received deposites from receivers | the bank. He wasvery unwilling that] should with- 
of public moneys in current bills of these banks, and | draw from the bank, and supposed that my doing so 
credited them as cash, on the condition, that if not | would be likely to impair its credit, and increase the 
duly paid, they should again be charged to the go-; responsibility upon him for the deposites in it. I was 
vernment myself glad of the opportunity of circumstances so 

Q. This exception grew out of an arrangement) favorable to my advising him with suecess to write 
which took place after you entered into the superin- | the letter to the secretary, and he was very easily 
tendency of the United States bank, did it not? _prevailed upon to do so, and applied to me to write 

4. Yes. 'such a letter for him, as 1 thought he ought to write 

Q. By -Mr. Forsyth. Do you know what is the | tothe secretary; and I accordingly wrote the draft ot 
ner centage of the loss of the United States bank on | such letter—-went to his office—remained there until 
their debts in the western states? he had copied it, and afterwards compared the copy 

.2. Teannot state with accuracy. It exceeded ten! made by him with the draft. At the same time that 
per cent, and amounted, perhaps, t¢ fifteen. ihe wrote the letter, he enclosed, to be sent with it, 

Q. As president of ie bank, you had, of course, | as I believe was his intention, a printed copy of my 
constant intercourse with the secretary of the trea-| publication announcing my intention to withdraw 
sury; can you testify as to the zeal, itegrity, and! from the bank of Edwardsville. I have no doubt 
ability, with which that partof his duty, which relates | that he sent the letter, because, from the conversa- 
t | tion I had with him, it appeared to be his desire to 
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to the collection of the public moneys, was perform- 
ed, so far as it came under your observation? send it, so far as I could discover; and his subsequent 
conversation left no doubt on my mind that he did 
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-cpd it. I have no recollection of having seen the, As your letter of the Gth August makes no reference 
oyimaal draft abovementioned from the time it was) to that of the 9th of April preceding, I should at all 
copied by col. Stephenson until the time of my late events, feel somewhat ata loss how to act, but I 
return to Ddwardsville. It was then shown to me by | believe I should make the deposites were it net for 
Thomas Lippincott, who was employed in doing bu-| other considerations, which I fee] it my duty previ- 
siness for the land office, and who took it in my pre-| ously to communicate to you. 
sence frou: among the fijes of that office. 1 he copy; You are doubtless apprised of the hostility of the 
now preseated was made out, I think, by himself, and | bank of Missouri and citizens of St. Louis, towards 
js either sworn or affirmed to as a true one. Mr.| the bank of this place, supposed to be produced 
Lippincott is a gentleman of fair and respectable, in consequence of certain deposites being withheld 
character, and, as T understand and believe, was} from that bank and~placed in this. It seems to be 
secretary or clerk to one branch of the last legisia-) believed, with what justice I do not pretend to say, 
greof Uhnois. Although lcannot swear thatthis that their objectis to destroy this bank, with a view 
.a literal copy of the original draft, | know it to be: to coerce the regaining of the deposites in that. And 
thstantially correct, nor have I the least doubt of under the impression that they employ the public 
ity being literally so. Upon the original draft, as funds for the purpose of accomplishing that object, 
fonud in the files of the office, was.an endorsement, | stockholders in, and several directors of, this bank, 
the hand writing of Mr Stephenson, the words of; have in disgust, either withdrawn, or declared their in- 
which were, as far as T recollect, the following: **Copy | tention to with draw from any further concern in the 
the heasury department, October, 1319,” or words to; bank. Some of them seem even willing that the 
‘hat effect. An additional reason which induces me} bank of Missouri should regain the deposites, pro- 
‘» believe that the letter was sent, is, that the said | fessingto believe it would be the readiest means of 
\ir. Lippincott also shewed me the copy of another , causing the state pride, and public feeling of this and 
etter which he tuok from the files of the office, which | some of the neighboring states to re-act upon thatin- 
was in the hand writing of col. Stephenson, the late! stitution with the more effect. 
ceeiver, and purported to be a letter fromthe said; In this state of thirgs, the principal part of the 
receiver to Mr. Crawford, dated, I think, the 22d of stockholders have declined paving the instalments 
Oetover, i819, which, from the subject of it, appears | that otherwise were expected to be paid upon their 
‘orefer to the before described letter. stock. Two of the directors have already resigned, 

[Then follows a long examination. The letter! others talk of doing so, and the publication of gov. Ed- 
written by col. Stephenson was not known oi at the | wards, herewith transmiiied, shows the covrse he is dispos- 
creasury department. Anda great deal was said about ed to pursue. 

“4. B.? publications; and the testimony of Mr. 

Noble, of the senate, Mr. Elkins, Seaton and others | 
-oto shew that if he did not absolutely disavow the 


Though these measures, adopted probably with too 
much irritation, may not produce any serious evils to 
| the bank, andi hope they will noi, yet I feel that they 
impose a greater responsibility upon me than I am 
willing to take upon myself, without the full disclo- 
sure of the whole circumstances to you, and such 
instructions as you may think fit to give thereupon: 

The situation of the bank at present I consider as 
favorable as could either be expected or desired. 
| And under the control of the directors who have hi- 
| therto Lad the management of it, | should apprehend 

» Deed |no kind of danger to the public, or to individuals: 
appears to have been writen by col. Stephenson to" but [know not who may succeed ihose that have re- 
ihe secretary of the treasury, the receipt of which is | signed, and intend toresign, nor who may be elected 
cenied— : lat the next annual election, on the first of January 

Receiver’s office, Edwardsville, i. Oct. 12,1819. | next. Itis true that I have no reason to apprehend, 
IR—My absence from this place ona necessary | nor do J anticipate, any unfavorable change in the di- 

d indispensable visit to Kentucky, has put it out of | peetory; but, under all the circumstances of the case, 

ny power, by an earlier cpportunity than the ensu-| 7 would not wish to risk the responsibility of making 
gmail, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of} the deposites inthe bank, tillafter the first of January 
‘ie 6th of August last, in which you express a wish 4 


OL : : / next, without your instructions, given upon a know- 
ty be informed why the public money in my hands has 
} 


| 
' 
outhorship of them, he was anxious to have it be-} 
lieved that they were not his communications. | 
some part of the testimony aflirms a positive denial | 
‘fany concern with them, and various matters were | 
rought forward by Mr. Edwards to sofien down the | 
foreeor pointof it. But he has acknowledged him- | 
self tohave been the author. Mr. Noble’s testimony, | 
xe, shall be inserted hereafter. | 

cP The following is a copy of the letter which 


h an : ledge of the facts above disclosed. 
ot been deposited in the bank of this place,incon-; ; Eee "KES ae 
formity with wnur inetructions. | 1 am the more averse to doing so, from the diflicul- 
I should certainly have continued to make the de-! ty that the bank must constantly cneounter in con- 
posites in the bank, had it not been for your letter of | VoTUDS land office notes into a to be pre- 
the $th April, in which you requested me to pay cer- pared at all times to meet your dratis; and irom the 
‘ail bills which you expected to be drawn on ime, by aired that those drafts wire fall into the hands ol pet 
‘ie Indian agents of Chicago, Green Bay, Michilimac- | *°?%. who, unde! Rory ee ol St. Louis, wouid 
kinac, fort Wayne, and Piqua; at the same time ap-| be disposed to rt ee ees when notes would 
prising me, thatthe sum which would be required at | cocaptnh their , Seed. seal equally WOrs merely for the 
the close of each quarter, was estimated at eleven | PU*pose ot harassing and distressing the bank. 
iousand Collars. ee * fact, while such a variety of netes are receiva- 
Knowing that if I deposited the money in the bank, | ble for public lands, and specic so much in demand, 
) the credit of the treasurer of the United States, 1} 1 do not consider it any advantage to the bank to 
iid not, without special authority, Craw. it out, 1! receive the deposiles on terms that subject it to the 
‘ceived Twas fulfilling your wishes by retaining | payment of cash as often as you may find it necessa- 
tie money in my own lands, for the purpose of pay-| ry to draw for it, unless the times of payment could 
‘Ng, When presented, the drafis mentioned in your | be fixed upon at certain regular periods, that would 
‘cllerof the 9th April. And 1 presume that the same | afford ample opportunity tor the necessary prepara- 
Sostruction has been given by the receiver of pub-! tion. The land offices now receive but little money 
11¢e moneys at Kaskaskia, toa similar letter, which, | of any kind: This consists of notes on such a Vva- 
“wwe been informed he received from you, as he also, riety of banks, so remotely situated from each other 
a considerable time past, has made no deposites | that it must be a considerable time before the notes 
» the bank upon any one bank would 
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to bear the expense of sending for the money; and,] It is obvious to the common sense of mankind, an@ 
in most cases there is no other opportunity of con- apparent from the reasoning of the committee, that 
verting these notes into specie, owing particularly to from the active nature of responsibility, both moral 
the locality of the banks from which they issue. | and official, in this country, upon him who undertakes 

To make the deposites of any advantage, the time to arraign the conduct of an important functionary 
of payment ought to be fixed as above suggested, or | must the weight of his charges recoil, if he fail to es. 
the drafts made payable in such notes as should be | tablish them. This consideration, while it furnishes 
land office money at the time of presenting those! a motive for zeal and perseverance on my part, is 
drafts; or, partly the one and partly the other. To | calculated to oppress me with mortification, at find- 
continue to convert all the notes receivable in this of- | ing that the committee have given this decided and 
fice into specie, and concentrate it ata single spot, ! injurious direction to the statements which they think 
must be utterly impracticable, and if practicable! fit to denominate charges, contained in my address, 
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would be attended with great expense. 


I beg leave to add, that the bank of Edwardsville 
has received foreign gold under the expectation that 
it would be taken by the government even after the 
Ist November next, and it is now held ready to be 


after they had commanded, and before they could 
procure, my appearance for the purpose of explaining 


‘and enforcing those statements. 


This having been done, I trust I shall be pardoned 


‘for endeavoring to show, to the satisfaction of the 


paid in consequence of notice from you of an intend- | committee, that the course of reasoning, by which it 


ed draft for $30,000. 
ficulty upon the subject will arise, if the expected 


It 1s to be hoped that no dif-| was effected, is not authorized either by the facts ad. 
_mitted by themselves, or by the evidence which was 


draft should not be presented till after the Ist No-! presented to them. 


vember. 
Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
very humble servant. 


State of Illinois, Madisor county, ss. 


On the 13th day of May, 1824, personally appear- | 


ed before the undersigned justice of the peace in and 
for the county aforesaid, Thomas Lippincott, who, 
being duly affirmed according to law, deposes that 
the foregoing is a true copy of a paper which was 
found by the deponent on the files of official letters 
appertaining to, and now in the receiver’s cflice at 

Edwardsville, and endorsed or filed in the hand writ- 

ing of the late Benjamin Stephenson, esq. receiver 

of public moneys, as follows, to wit: ‘“‘Copy to the 

treasury department, Oct. 1819.” 

THOMAS LIPPINCOTT. 
Affirmed and subscribed before me, 
HAIL MASON, J. P. 

A statement shewing the agzregate of moneys deposit- 
ed to the credit of the treasurer of the United 
States, in the following banks, and the balance re- 
maining in each of said banks on the 7th of June, 
1820. 





| 


{ 
| 
; 


Torclieve this subject, as far as may be, from the 
complextiy of words and inferences in which it is in- 
volved, I must be permitted to define, beyond the 
powcr of misinterpretation, the character and import 
of the statements which I made, and to claim, if] 
show that they are sustained by the facts and evi- 
cence offered to the committee, relief from the cul- 
pable responsibility with which their report has a 


‘tendency to burthen me, and from the onerous task of 
Investigating motives, which my address does not as- 


Sign, or of abiding in the accountable position in- 
Cicated by the committee, the result of a moral in- 
quiry, which, however, it may comport with the par- 
tiality of Mr. Crawford’s friends, is certainly excur- 
sive and gratuitous in reference to the statements 
which { had the honor to advance. These the com- 
mittee, not adverting to the document by which they 
were occasioned, have denominated charges, and, as 
such, they are fairly and conveniently susceptible of 
a division into twe genera! heads, each of which mai 
be supported by muintaining the specifications upor 
Which they depended. 

According to this arrangement, the first is to this 
effect, viz: That the sceretary of the treasury, the hon. 
Win. H. Crawford, has mismana is 


ged the national funds; 
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| degresuie 
Banks. | es Balance. 


| received. 





Steubenville, ' 633,009 
Chillicothe, | 265,101 
Frankiin, Columbus, | 356.080 
Farmers’ & Mechanics’, Ind} 599,070 
Branch, Ken. Louisville, | 132,281 
Mississippi, | 343,780 
Tombeckbe, 12,023,560 
Plant. & Merch. Huntsville,) 671,700 
Missouri, 11,074,301 
Vincennes, | 294,123 
Edwardsville, | 204,33: 
Far."& Merch’ts Cincinnati,| 50,796 
Illinots, + 188,989 
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Treasury of the U. States, June 11, 1824. 


MR. EDWARDS’ ARGUMENT. 


and the second amounts to this: that the secretary of the 
treasury has been guilty of neglect of cfficial duty. 

In order to sustain these charges, I shall follow th: 
example of the commitice, and shall, in the firs 
place, recite the resolution of congress of 20th April 
1816, which deciares, “That the secretary of the 
treasury be, and he is hereby, required and directec 
to adopt such measures as he may deem necessary, 
to cause, as soon as my be, all duties, taxes, debts, 0! 
sums of money, accruing or becoming payable to the 
United States, to be coliccted and paid, in legal cur 
rency of the United States, or treasury notes, or notes 
of the bank of the United States, as by law providec 
and declared, or in the notes of banks which are pay- 
able and paid on demand, in the said legal currency ot 
the United States; and that, from and afier the 20th 
day of February next, no such duties, taxes, debts, c: 
suins of money, accruing, or becoming payable to the 








United States, as aforesaid, ought to be collected or 


'received, otherwise than in the legal currency o! 


To the hon. John Floud, chairman of the eommittec, &c. | the United States, or in notes of banks which are pay- 
Deeply impressed with the importance of the pre- | able, and paid, on demand, in the said legal currency 


cent investigation to myself, personally, I beg leave, 
with unfeigned deference and respect, to submit, to 
the consideration of the committee, the following 
remarks: 

Sensible I am, that the statements of my address 
to the house, to use the language of the committee, 
are such as should not be “lightly made” and resolvy- 
ed Iam, that, if they are “superficially examined,” it 
shall be in spite of my utmost exertions. 


of the United States.” 

By the terms of this resolution, it is not only plais 
to the understanding of every man, but expressly de- 
clared by the committee, it was made “obviously in- 
perative” on the secretary of the treasury, after the 
20th February, 1817, ‘‘to allow nothing to be recei\- 
ed for debts due to the United States, but the legal 
currency of the United States, treasury notes, notes 





}of the bank of the United States, or of those staté 
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banks, the notes of which were payable, and paid, on; treasury might determine on the propriety of con- 


demand, in cash.” <s 
in conformity with the injunctions of this resolu- 
tion, and with the act incorporating the bank of the U. 


y “ae | 
States, an arrangement, (agreemen:,) it is affirmed by 


the committee, was concluded, in the early part of 
1817, between the secretary of the treasury and that 
institution, by which it was stipulated that the public 
funds were to be deposited in the branches of the 
bank of the United States, in al} places where such 
branches existed; and in others, that bank was to 
select and designate certain state banks, for which it 


was to be responsible, and in which such public mo-. 
neys were to be deposited; and notes of ail banks, | 


whose paper the bank of the United States would re- 
ecive, in deposite, as cash, and none other, were to be 
received on sales of the public lands. On the 30th 


June, 1818, this agreement, it is stared by the com-' 


mittee, terminated, at the instance of the bank of the 
United States; and, under the circumstances attend- 
ing this facet, the secretary entered into agreements 
with certain state banks, by which they were employ- 
edas points of deposite and instruments of transfer 
for the public money, in the course of its collection 


and disbursement. Engagements, of this description, 


vere effected by the secretary with the bank of Mis- 


souri, on the Ist of August, 1818, with the bank of 
Edwardsville, on the Ist of February, 1819,and with 
chose of Hlinois, Huntsville, and Tombeckbe, about 
‘he same time. Soon, however, itis dec’ared by the 
committee, this connection between the state banks 
ond the secretary of the treasury, was extended in its 

:pplication, and varied in its obligations. A greater 
number of banks were embraced by it, and more 

iyorable conditions were allowed them. It was 
wreed that, as an equivalent for the risk and expense 
if deposite and transfer, the use of a stipulated sum 
should be permitted them, asa permanent deposite, 
which was not to be withdrawn, except in a certain 

necified case. 

The substance of this agreement between the trea- 
sury and these state banks, is expressed by the com- 
miite in the following words: 

Ist “That the bank should receive in deposite, to 


tinuing the public deposite in such bank.” 

The effect of this arrangement is thus summed up 
by the committee. 

‘The following table shows the amount of the per- 
manent deposite allowed to each bank, respectively, 
as the equivalent for the services rendered, or ex- 
pected to be rendered, by it to the secretary: 


Bank of Steubenville . - - 50,000 
Bank of Chillicothe - - - 100,000 
Franklin bank of Columbus” - - 20,006 


Farmers and Mechanics’ bank of Indiana 40,000 


Bank of lilinois at Shawneetown - 50,000 
Branch bank of Kentucky a Louisville 100,000 
Bank of Tombeckbe at St. Stephen’s 100,000 


Planters & Merchants’ bank of Huntsyille 75,000 


Bank of Missouri - - ~ 150,000 
Bank of Vincennes - - - 75,000 
Bank of Edwardsville - - - 40,000 


Farmers & Mechanics’ b’k of Cincinnati 100,000 

“The amount of these permanent deposites is nine 
hundred thousand dollars; the interesi on which sum, 
at six per cent. would be ifty four thousand dollars,” 
And I allege, in support oi my first charge, that, by 
means of it, the treasury of the United States was 
made to pay to the state banks enumerated, the sum 
of $54.000, annually, for receiving and transferring 
the public money: service which the bank of the 
United States was bound, by the provisions of its 
charter, as well as by the agreement of the early part 
of 1817, to perform, without compensation. 

This allegation the committee declare to be un- 
founded. ‘They consider thatthe bauk of the United 
States was Lound to transfer no other description of 
public funds, than cash funds; and, in order to sus- 
tain their declaration, they affirm that the bank of 


‘the United States was not bound to receive in de- 


ne credit of the treasury, as cash, from the receiver | 


uf public moneys, all the current notes of such banks 
a8 traintain cash payments; with power, however, to 
discontinue to receive the notes of any particular 
hank, on giving reasonable notice of such intention to 
ie receiver. 

“2d. That the bank should pay, at sight, all drafts 
irom the treasury; and should also transfer, on re- 
guest, all sums on hand beyond the amount of the 


stipulated permanent deposite, to the bank of the | 


United States, or certain enumerated branches of that 
bank, and thata fixed sum should remain in the bank, 
4s before mentioned, as a permanent deposite, to be 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


} 
{ 


transferred, however, to the bank of the U. States, | : set : 
) the treasury to hold the bank of the United States 
responsible for whatever ‘moneys were deposited to 


‘08iX months after the termination of the agreement. 
“34. That, if the money were wanted for disburse- 


ment in the neighborhood of the banks, it might be | 


Jrawn for at sight, notwithstanding such drafts might 
reduce the permanent deposite below the stipulated 
sum. 


“The amount of this permanent deposite was to be | 


creased, if it should appear that the bank should re- 
‘eive and transfer such large sums as that the ex- 


pense thereof should not be considered as compen-. 


sated by the benefit of the deposite which had been 
SUpulated. It was also prescribed that the bank 
should render to the secretary of the treasury, and to 
ine treasurer, duplicate monthly returns of its ac- 
counts with the treasurer; and tothe secretary, con- 


| 
| 


posite ‘tas cash, the bills of any banks but its own.” 
In this affirmation there appears to me to be some- 
thing of a fallacy, the detection of which may, per- 
haps, induce the committee to doubt the correctness 
of their consiruction of this obligation of the bank of 
the United States. By the circular of the treasury 
to the state banks, under date of the Ist of July, 1818, 
announcing the termination of the agreement be- 
tween the tornier and the bauk of the United States, 
and expressing conditions, upon the acceptance of 
Which the advantage of deposite and the services of 
transfer between the former and the bank of the 
United States were extended to these banks, they are 
instructed, in relation to all sums deposited subse- 
quently to the 30June, 1818—the period at which the 
agreement with the bank of the United States ex- 
pired—‘‘to enter them, as heretofore, to the credit of 
the bank of the United States, for the use ef the United 
States.” And iu his letter to this institution, of the 
30th June, the secretary maintains, earnestly and 
successfully, the existence of a coimplete right in 


its credit in the state banks;” and, after remarking 
that “‘an examination of the returns made by the 
bank to the treasury, of the public moncy in its pos- 
session, for which the teasurer, [of the United States] 
is credited, supports this position,” he alleges, in 
illustration of it, ‘‘for whatever the bank las charged 
itself, in its account with the treasury, execpt for spe- 
cial deposites, it is, ] presume, in point of law and com- 
mon sense, responsible. The special deposites were 
entered to the credit of the treasury, upou the express 
stipulation that the bank shoukl not be accountable 
until they were converted into specie, or in bills ad- 
mitted by the bank to be equal to specie.”? He adds, 


dential monthly returns of the state of its own| below, “I am persuaded that the facts, and infer- 
alfairs, shewing also, the credits of all public officers encesdrawn from them, in the preceecing pages, will 
in the bank; and, also, quarterly lists or returns of be sufficient to shew that the responsibility, deemed 


all its debtors, to the end that the secretary of the |so extraordinary by the directors, has been assumed 




















































~~ 


at 
“ 
Ler PE E> See 


=e 
a E; 
= . 
Sa <4 


— 
(ti 
7 
MO gs 
Lome oe _ 
. ov re Ne 
he ve 5 ° = 


See 
.. it eet 
AS ‘ 
: “a Pee tio 
tae. ees 
= i —_ 


a <t 


~ 
* 


pet 
y inn 
ae © 


A A A Bi 


ey SPINS 8 9 ot 


a 
———— 
* 
os 





ARIE Oe 


ae on dh PR che 


he” = 
* *.. 

De Pee ee 

- bed 
Ss 


—. 
oot ROR 


Beet ae 
w 
“« 
7“ - wie = 
te owe 


iz 

4 ? 
$ 
ght 
nie tt 5 
+3 . 
: > 

% 






2 
mee ’ 

ee ee A ee age + 
pro t 


Ss > 
wr. 4% 
a aed - 
ra 5 ; 
4 » t 
‘2 4 =) 
si | 3. 
Beet? 
‘2: Boe 
d hs 
é j 5 : 
7 gh 
ve @. 
e , 
a 4 he 
re 
an) . + 
i? > & 
rau 4 
pee 0D 
; 4 ae 
i 
3 : 
* | 
ite) - 
a” 
2% ;? 
. 7 , - 
re 5 
45 
ra). i9 
5 ; 
x dal : 
a : 
- ' 
re 
3 : 
2 ; 
~ 
: ete ? 
ae’ a 
ie 
Ya" "i > 
ae 
ity ’ 
ss 
ve 
=? Py 
-t : % ’ 
AE Pe 


Can tay, sabes 


ar 
Meee 
ae 


ee 


e 


As OI eae 


‘yl OO ty per ae saytne. 
é 


gt = 


NILES’ REGISTER—JULY 10,182 


4—CRAWFORD AND EDWARDS. 











————— aa 


from the date of the arrangement, and continues to; ing that it was their duty “to manage the public funds 


the present moment unimpaired.” 

These extracts establish the following conclusions, 
viz: that, up to the moment when the secretary per- | 
mitted the obligation of the bank of the United States | 
to expire (as he says in his circular of the Ist of 
July following) ‘by agreement,” that institution was re- 
sponsible in cash for all the public funds received by it 
on deposite, except such in regard to which the con- 
trary was expressly stipulated, and that, consequently, 
it was bound to transfer them at the wil! of the se-| 
cretary of the treasury, free of expense and without | 
compensation. This, it is admitted by the committee, | 
it was bound todo, in reference to “cash funds’”—a 
description from which it will be difficuit to ex- 
clude all sums, not held as snecial deposites; for all | 
other funds were entered by the bank, as the secre- 
tary declares, and as the returns of the bank prove, 
to te credit of the United States: and of course repre- 
sented such an amount of ready money, or pecuniary 
force, at the disposal of the secretary, on the books 
of the bank. Cash funds is a phrase not restricted to 
coin, or the precious metals; for no one will deny 
that ready money is cash, anid that $1,000 In United 
States’ bank notes is $1,000 in cash. 

These extracts further exhibit the proper and ad- 
mitted distinction between general and special depos'tes. 
They shew, as would appear, ex vi termin?, that all 
sums not received expressly as special deposites 
were considered as ceneral deposites, were credited 
to the United States as cash, and under that deserip- 
tion were embraced by the obligation of the bank to 
transfer the cash funds of the United States, at the 
request or order of the secretary of the treasury. It 
follows, then, that, according to the secretary’s own 
shewing, the bank of the United States was under an 
obligation to the United States to transfer all public 
funds, other than special deposites, received by it or ils 
branches, or by the state banks it had designated, at 
the request of the secretary of the treasury, free of 
all expense, and without compensation; and it can 
hardly be cenied that, when the secretary of the 
treasury “by agreement,” as he declares, permitted 
the bank to withdraw from this obligation, and 
agreed to allow certain state banks $54,000 annually, 
(a fact which is not disputed.) for performing the 


} 
' 


| 


| 


in a manner similar to the case here investigated, 


But this reference to antecedent usage, is not like} 


to strengthen the position it was intended to support, 
The duty of Mr. Crawford, and the usage of the trea. 
sury, were necessarily repugnant; for the resolution 
of 1816 and the law ineorporating the Bank of the 
United States, were adopted for the express purpose 
of correcting the evil of usage, which, according to 
the admission of the committee, “was evidently jy 
disregard of law.” Therefore, when they prove, as 
they do prove, that the management of Mr. Crawford 
was in conformity to usage and the practice of his 
predecessors, they prove it was ‘evidently in disre- 
gard of law: was contrary to the resolution of 1816. 
which they themselves declare made it the duty of the 
secretary to correct this departure from law;” and 
they demonstrate, not only that le mismanaged the pub- 
lic funds, but that he violated, at the same time, both 
his duty and the law. 

If these permanent deposites, and the accumulated 
sums which were patiently permiited to remain in 
some of those banks, are not to be considered gratui- 
tous loans, and an illegal employment of the public 
money, the loans which, it is now in proof before the 
committee, the secretary has made to various banks of 
this district, cannot fail to satisfy the committee that 
the Charge of mismanaging the national funds has been 
clearly established. 

The corruption of the British parliament and the 
illegal conduct of the British ministry, are subjects of 
frequent and just reprobation, as the purity of our Je- 
gislature, and the exact subservience of every branch 
of our executive to the Jaws of the land, are dcemed 
causes of satisfaction, and sources of pride. When 
Mr. Pitt, whose influence in parliament was as tran- 
scendent as his fame, undertook, ata period of great 
commercial pressure, and a calamitous season of war, 
to make a Joan of 40,0001. to the house of Eoyd and 
Benfield, the subject was brought before parliament, 
and as the loan, though not gratwilovs, was found to be 
‘no legal employment ef the public funds,” and, although 
the opposition admitted there was no ground to im- 
pute unproper victives to the Premier, it was declared 
by the house of commons an act of dangerous usurpe 
tion; and, to prevent its being assumed as a precedent, 


very same services, he voluntarily increased the an- | or extended into usage, as well as to acquit this pow- 


nual expenditure of the treasury by that amount; re- 
linquished “by agreement,” aright which, by the char- 
ter of the bank of the Umited States, and its own 
engagement with him, he held in the fiscal services of 
that institution, and then gave to the state banks 
$54,000 annually, for a right to command the same 
fiscal] services from them. 

This new agreement, injudiciously extended, and 
carelessly executed, J have ventured to denominate, in 
vhat the committee consider my first charge, ‘mis- 
snanaging the public funds” nor am 1 now able to de- 
vise a morg apprepriate expression. The committee 
would, orfbably, have came to the same conciusion 
in regard to this subject, but for what I suppose to 
be the fallacy which, as already intimated, they 
admitted into their reasoning, of restraining the 
import of the word cash to the synonime of coin; 
and of considering the public funds as consisting of 
other than such as were cash, or equivalent to coin, 
und such as were rot; a mode of classification which 
implies, obviousty, that the parts are greater than 
the whole. 

Under this favorable, but as I conceive, crroneous 


erful and celebrated .minister of mora] or oflicia 
liability on account of it, a bill of indemnity wes in- 
troduced by one of his friends, and passed into a law. 
Here it isto be observed that the loan of Mr. Pitt was 
advanced (even as Mr. Whitbread confessed) on ui- 
questionable securities—those of Mr. Crawford do not 
appear to have been so safely provided for. On Mr. 
Pitt's loan no loss occurred; a considerable part o! 
Mr. Crawford’s loan is yet endangered, and proba- 
bly will be lost. Mr. Pitt’s Joan 
Mr. Crawford’s were made without any such stipuls- 
tion. If Mr. Pitt’s conduct could be execulpated 
only by an act of parliament, can Mr. Crawfera’s b 
justified in the teeth of an act of congress! In this 
case, let me ask, would not the vital prineiple of our 
‘government be lost sight of? This is a government 
lof laws. Responsibility is the soul of the republic, an¢ 
is intended, like gravitation in the material world, to 
| hold every orb and every atom, every officer and eve 
| ry citizen, in their legal position. It was intended 
prevent the secretery of the treasury from committing 
any act which Could be justly called ‘‘no legal employ- 
ment of public funds,” and will hardly be satisfied by 





view of this part of the secretary’s conduct, which, in 
a private individual wou!d be considered highly indis- 
creet, the committee justify it as comformable ‘to 
usage for many years,” and to the co-practice of dif- 
ferent officers at the head of the treasury, of assum- 
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the declaration, that any officer of the covernment, bu! 
'especially the head of the treasury, can employ th 
| national funds “in disregard of law,” and yet not mis 
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[ To be continued. | 
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